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Abstract: The various environmental regulation directives such as RoHS (restriction of hazardous substances
in electrical and electronic products) and WEEE (waste from electrical and electronic equipments) are practically
used as the technical barrier in international trade (TBT) of vehicles and electrical and electronic products
recently. Regarding such an environmental regulation, Korea Research Institute of Standards Science (KRISS)
organized a proficiency testing scheme to establish the reliability of measurement results produced by the relevant
research institutes and test laboratories in Korea. Participants were 31 laboratories related to production of the
electrical and electronic equipments and mobile vehicles. Two polypropylene samples of pellet type were
employed as the proficiency testing materials (PTMs). Cadmium and lead were the analytes chosen among
six components regulated in European Union (EU) RoHS directive. The PTMs were sent to the participants
by post on September 1% 2006, and deadline for results submission were October 10" 2006. The results of
each laboratory were evaluated in comparison with KRISS reference values using Robustic Z-score and Youden

plot methods. The results of the various sample digestion methods were also compared. Most of participants
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reported good agreement within 10 % range of reference values. However, results from several laboratories

showed significant biases from reference values. These laboratories should establish the quality assurance system

for improvement of the measurement reliability.

Key words : Proficiency testing, RoHS (restriction of hazardous substances), Polypropylene, Cadmium, Lead,
Certified reference material, Robustic Z-score, Youden plot
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Table 1. Target concentration of PP CRM preparation

Concentration, mg/kg

Element (CRM No. 113-01-xx)
-P01  -P0O2 -PO3 -P04 -PO5
As, Cr, Hg, Pb, Zn - 20 150 500 1000
Cd - 2 15 50 100
S - 1.5 15 40 85
Ba - 40 400 100 2300
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Sampling Ca. 0.1 g in microwave vessel

Spike of isotope sample

Microwave heating program

Addition of conc. HNO4/H,0,
~HNOz 6 m L, H,0, 1 mL—

Step Temperature/ Time/
°C min

Microwave heating

1 20 — 150 5

Dilution to Ca. 50 g with H,O

2 150 — 120 5

3 120 — 230 5

2nd Dilution with H,O

4 230 — 230 30

Measurement by ICP-MS & ICP/OES

5 Ventilation 40

Fig. 1. Sample pretreatment procedure of PP resins for ID-ICPMS and ICP/OES.
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Table 2. Homogeneity test results and reference values of PP PT samples

Mean/ o * U**/ Prep. value Recovery
Sample Element — rsd % k mgkg™ /mgkg™! %
14. . . .
PPL Cd 9 0.7 22 0.2 15 99
Pb 144.3 0.8 2.2 2.7 155 93
Cd 98.2 1.8 2.3 4.0 100 98
PPH
Pb 959 1.9 2.3 41 1032 93

*k; Coverage factor at 95% confidence level
**U; Expanded uncertainty
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Table 3. Proficiency testing result of cadmium in PP samples (PT06-PP)

187

PPL-Cd PPH-Cd
l“j(l;é Results obtained /mg-kg™ Deviation from Results obtained /mg-kg™ Deviation from

Average SD reference value/% Average SD reference value/%

1 15.9 0.2 6.7 100.0 0.2 1.8

2 17.2 02 15 107.7 05 9.7

3 16.9 02 14 105.5 03 75

4 18.0 0.1 21 103.2 03 5.1

5 14.7 0.6 -1.6 94.0 1.0 43

6 16.3 03 9.6 107.4 0.6 9.3

7 16.1 0.0 8.1 109.6 0.0 12

8 14.0 0.5 6.2 91.2 4.0 7.1

9 14.0 0.1 -6.1 93.2 0.5 5.1

10 11.9 0.1 20 92.9 0.5 5.4

11 14.8 0.4 0.7 98.4 09 0.2

12 13.6 0.0 8.7 87.4 09 -11

13 16.9 0.4 13 113.8 33 16

14 8.91 0.12 -40 99.8 3.4 1.6

15 13.1 0.1 -12 85.6 0.5 -13

17 15.7 0.6 5.2 104.8 3.2 6.7

18 12.1 0.1 -19 93.3 1.0 5.0

19 12.8 0.4 -14 91.2 2.0 72

20 14.4 1.1 33 90.4 7.6 -8.0

21 12.7 0.4 -15 85.7 1.0 -13

21 15.7 0.2 5.5 113.8 3.2 16

23 124 0.2 -17 83.7 4.9 -15

24 152 0.1 22 101.1 1.9 2.9

25 14.6 03 22 101.4 0.6 32

26 15.1 0.1 1.4 99.9 22 1.7

27 17.2 0.2 16 107.7 53 9.7

28 14.1 0.2 5.3 93.5 2.2 47

29 15.0 0.6 0.4 103.0 1.6 4.8

30 16.0 0.2 7.0 112.4 73 14

31 17.4 0.1 17 113.8 0.4 16

32 18.3 0.1 23 117.4 L5 20

Total Mean 15.0 1.6 0.4 100.1 9.0 1.9

Ref. val. 149 £ 02 98.2 + 4.0

ol A= o AAE de e ANNe By S AKS M 3210, 1063,
Zolth 53] 269 AHA Pbe] A$- FE3R & 3211)E H|FE3Se] EPA 3051, 3052(B), 6010B, EN
EFEEA S ARSI FFEAqe] 54 2A A 1122, 1SO 6101-2, TEC 62321, ASTM D 4004 5 =}
ol Aztek e 77t A FUEA HES a7t 9l G thFaith 7k Ag Al o B8 1 54
om, 22 AL A5 F8A] xFEsE A B HI7F E95kA] 7] 2ol A& oE s AR
SHUE s 9% o Ag o] AWA 4 Fure] gLAA R A A8 2 FA Aol s
E7F g g8l A AP HNA o]} o] thFet WS ARk
Utk A2 w3 ¢ ) st xEs 9a
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Table 4. Proficiency test result of lead in PP samples (PT06-PP)

PPL-Pb PPH-Pb
5j§é Results obtained/mg-kg™" Deviation from Results obtained/mg-kg™ Deviation from
Average SD reference value/% Average SD reference value/%
1 150.2 0.1 4.1 946.2 0.9 -1.3
2 158.4 32 9.8 948.9 6.9 -1.1
3 153.3 3.1 6.2 974.7 9.2 1.6
4 155.2 0.7 7.6 971.7 3.0 13
5 141.3 6.7 -2.1 920.0 82 -4.1
6 150.6 2.0 43 981.6 4.6 23
7 1533 0.0 6.2 984.1 0.0 2.6
8 1434 2.9 -0.6 936 12 2.4
9 139.7 1.4 -32 926.5 3.4 -3.4
10 137.9 0.7 -4.5 847.1 7.6 -12
11 146.0 4.0 1.2 942.0 72 -1.8
12 143.7 0.5 -0.4 933.6 8.0 2.7
13 141.4 3.1 -2.0 949 19 -1.0
14 159.6 1.5 11 1021 22 6.5
15 155.7 0.5 7.9 1053 6 9.7
17 133.6 23 -14 927 17 -33
18 129.5 0.5 -10 949.2 52 -1.0
19 131.8 3.1 -8.7 919 17 -4.2
20 144.9 3.4 0.4 947 26 -1.3
21 1274 3.4 -12 853.6 9.1 -11
22 2743 22 90 1250 14 30
23 125.0 9.9 -13 851 26 -11
24 149.7 32 3.7 1007 6 5.0
25 118.9 1.5 -18 936 17 2.5
26 75.1 33 -48 491 24 -49
27 158.3 1.6 9.7 1068 18 11
28 144.0 2.0 -0.2 948.3 7.5 -1.1
29 140.4 1.0 -2.7 939.2 0.9 -2.1
30 147 13 1.8 1070 120 12
31 160.5 0.5 11 1066 4 11
32 145.8 1.4 1.1 974 12 1.5
Total Mean 1442 11.0 1.7 958.8 59.8 1.7
Ref. val. 144.342.7 959+41
WH(dry ash method), PhO]| AR} A% ey, Aok & AIE Hol 3loH, A B-9-ol= Pb
3" (open method) 5-0]Th SHTAHAAE o] & o] Ayt Ao 22 3he Holal Ut ulEhA
ol whet Eske] Aejshd Table 59+ 2t ¥l Azx3sh el A5 A2 AedM e =
I dolB o] 7F Aar, e EeHelME AR HhA SVl S frelslor & Aotk

] BF7L S Tgst) o] SAHS W v
e I3 @ S sl e Azl o
& AAelel A Cdst Pb B THE o) V8] %
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Fig. 4. Youden plot for PT results of PP samples (PT06-PP).

Table 5. Dependence of PT results on sample digestion methods

Mean value/mg-kg™ Digestion
Element Sample
A M (0] Total mean methods
PPL 14.6 15.2 14.7 15.0
Cd PPH 95.6 103 104 100
No. of data 9 18 4 31 At Ash
M: Microwave
PPL 146 143 145 144 O: Open
Pb PPH 947 968 947 959
No. of data 11 18 2 31
Table 6. Dependence of PT results on acids used for sample digestion
Mean value/mg-kg™
Element Sample
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 Total mean
PPL 15.3 11.9 12.3 15.8 15.3 14.1 14.3 14.8
Cd PPH 106 92.9 922 105 108 93.5 94.2 99.5
No. of data 3 1 2 11 2 1 11
PPL 139 138 131 148 140 146 144
Pb PPH 964 847 934 983 939 954 959
No. of data 3 1 2 10 2 12
Acids 1: HNO;, 2: HCI, 3: HNO;s+ HCI, 4: HNO; + H,0,, 5: HNO; + HF,

6: HNO; + HCI + H,0,, 7: H,SO4 + (HNO; + HCI + H,0O, + HI)

PbSO, FHe] o]at £AR U= Cd &4 ¥ Fo8
7l&oqof she Ao AvtE.

35 ZFYHo wE dluw

EH =M= -04 /\1—8—]/\1 oﬂ }\-1 [e] C@‘é‘]—&a}.%u}ﬁ]—%%%%
(ICP/OES)S A3l o, YALEFRFH(AAS)S
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Table 7. Dependence of PT results on measurement methods

Mean value/mg-kg™

Element  Sample
AAS ICP/OES Total mean
cd PPL 14.3 14.9 15.0
PPH 94.9 101 100
Pb PPL 149 144 144
PPH 975 956 959
No. of data 4
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