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The Korean Journal of Experimental Psychology
2003, Vol. 15, No. 3, 425 - 454

The Effects of Ease with Phonological Rules Applicability
on Phonological Processing of Korean Words and Nonwords

Hae-Sook Lee Jung-Oh Kim
Cognitive Science Program, Dep't of Psychology,
Seoul National University Seoul National University

Two experiments examined whether phonological processing of Korean words and nonwords
depends upon ease with the applicability of phonological rules. In a new pronunciation task,
Experiment 1 had participants read words and nonwords whose underlying and surface forms
were varied. Analyses of the results enabled us to categorize rules into of high and low
applicability. Experiment 2 examined participants' naming responses to interfering words and
nonwards in a picture-word naming task that were constructed on the basis of rules
applicability. The results in support of the phonology-first hypothesis were obtained only when
pronunciation of words and nonwords followed high applicability rules. Implications of our

results were discussed for the construction of Korean nonwords.

Keywords phonological rules, ease with rule applicability, phonology-first hypothesis
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