FFA A : A
The Korean Journal of Experimental Psychology
2007, Vol. 19, No. 4, 383-400

B QA7 Az ol Ad gdolA Aaolsl o) walre] B4 AR olde] 9are Az
AF AR A BRoz B B olob]SE AFE 232 AN dAEY 1) e FAF ol
PSS HEZL Eo) SATHATY 2. 7 oloprldlA wilE Bl A} BAe Folsh ek 2ol
el Aokl Aol 2ol spn Berih, 7 A Fole] A Aederenos MhR o] 27
o Folol A}, F& walelgdnt 7t e @ B ANEw, Nadse 72 2L
s g u e Solq AAL B3] g2 Folzh o B3
o 018 A& o el = Ao etk 44 104 ek Folst ol
A BN Fol7t opd the AAE AN A% W BgdA 1 AAs} Folunt e AFHAL
uel: JolrtE Bavh AelA whdthel, Fol o] o) AFHUS wel: Zavt Heske AeA wkth
uoh Al 2o Aol £usb #E sfeo] wAKglo o E7] AL olel e sEle] Lk}
A 9t oleidt 49 Agke dRold A wah e S2Apomnned AN 2oz B
4 AR} olke] ojale] gt ARH AS AT, ©a Fuel o] BAA, o] EHH Fe
U@ AAES AT

r
e
X

=
;
J rPI?
fo
o
i
pa
o
o
e
)
g

A
i
e 1 o

F20| 1 st=0] 2% M2l Hat M2, HES5EY, 42T

* o] mEE 20008 FHIEAAAAH Ador dxgtailgAe] Adg ol £E A7y
THKRF-2006-332-H00037). A& A= A% 81 AR 49 =55 F dAdsta deigzt angst of

Sl A A=Y
T aAAR  FEF AAdEtn AElgy, HEA] AHET AEE 134X

E-mail : hsong@yonsei.ac.kr

- 383 -



() a. 87} Y85 AelA it

b R WA £ WA Feih

o

A, A Fol Fol 4 W

&8 #32

T Golel A, o WA A2
D ol ARgelA HIHeHA Yelhde 8%
©]CHBrennan, 1995). =& 4% Aol 7Hsd

i
2h0)5 2 B4 4o 42
AF AFgETHClancy, 1992; Fisher & Tokura,
1995; Valian, 1991).

ols ol vyt Azt £ H¥ol 9
= ol B olde] dd mee 2
F 9l AREe st oA F9E

™ ALS] Ad(Arnold, Eisenband, Brown-Schmidt,
& Trueswell, 2000; ©]F &, o]A|Z, 2004)°|t
F7F 2 AAAE FEIA dE e AR
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(2) Donald is bringing some mail to Mickey,
while a violent storm is beginning. He's carrying

an umbrella.
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THGleitman, Gleitman, Miller, & Ostrin, 1996).
ofefe] o Gl H¥l HZL2 FE ARCA
bus and a scooter collided.”)ES 7|& 38k wf 4o
Zol7h Rotoluke] wet 3ake] ojulsh g
e & F Utk G Arole Haot Z
Alolx, 3ol A-Fele ~FH} F
AAAY shetE = Aol 3

R

< o ode ooy T
=2
o 18 2 ob o

HolHr} Ao

2 0

=]
=3

o

o

=
=
9 =
9

(3) a. A bus collided with a scooter.

b. A scooter collided with a bus.
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(5) George Bushia kitteli Tony Blair valkoisessa
talossa. HAn halusi keskustella Irakin tilanteesta.

George Bush (object) shook hands with Tony
Blair (subject) in the White House. He wanted to

discuss the situation in Iraq.
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The Influence of Discourse Prominence on the

Comprehension of Null-subject Sentences in Korean Adults

Hyun-joo Song Jung-eun Yun

Department of Psychology, Yonsei University

The current research examined what type of discourse information Korean adults exploit when
understanding sentences with null subjects. Adults read or heard short stories which consisted of 3 context
sentences and one target sentence. The target sentence's subject was omitted. The target sentence either
continued the subject of the preceding context or shifted subjects. The subject of the preceding context
sentence was first or second mentioned within the sentence. The sentences of each stimulus story was
presented one at a time either visually on a computer screen or auditorially over headphones, and subjects
pressed a key as soon as they understood each sentence. The button-press reaction times was an index of
comprehension difficulty. The results showed that Korean-speaking adults was quicker to understand null
pronoun subject sentences when the subject was continued than when it was shifted from the prior
context sentence. This pattern was found regardless of the position of the subject of the preceding context
sentence. The first-mention advantage was found only in the self-paced reading task. The results are

discussed in terms of language-universal and language-specific cues that enhance the discourse prominence

of discourse entities.

Key words : Kovean language processing, discourse comprebension, discourse prominence, ellipsis, null subject
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