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The Effect of Driver’s Rejection Sensitivity on
Aggressive Driving in Anonymous Situations:
Moderated Mediation of Driving Anger and

Ambivalence over Emotional Expression”
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This study examined the moderated mediating effects of ambivalence over emotional expression through trait-
driving and state-driving anger on the relationship between drivers’ rejection sensitivity and aggressive driving in
anonymous situations. Data were collected from 300 adult men and women aged between 20 and 60 through
an online survey. The main findings are as follows. First, both trait-driving and state-driving anger showed
significant indirect effects in the relationship between drivers’ rejection sensitivity and aggressive driving in
anonymous situations. Second, ambivalence over emotional expression moderated the relationship between trait-
driving anger, state-driving anger, and aggressive driving in anonymous situations. Third, the pathway through
which drivers’ rejection sensitivity affects aggressive driving in anonymous situations via trait driving anger and
state driving anger was moderated by ambivalence over emotional expression. Based on these results, the study

discusses its implications and limitations.

Key words : aggressive driving in  anomymous situations, vejection sensitivity, trait driving anger, state driving anger,

ambivalence over emotional expression

* This paper is based on the first author’s master’s thesis, completed under the supervision of the corresponding author.
This study was presented as a poster at the 2023 Fall Conference hosted by the Korean Society of Clinical Psychology.
t Corresponding Author : Joo Young Lee / Department of Child Development and Education, Dongduk Women’s
University / (02748) 60, Hwarang-ro 13-gil, Seongbuk-gu, Seoul, Republic of Korea / E-mail: jylee7694@dongduk.ac.kr

- 156 -



