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Types of Young Adult Suicide Decedents:
A Latent Class Analysis
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By identifying differences in suicide execution characteristics across latent classes, this study classified the p
sychosocial risk factors of young adult suicide decedents and provided foundational data for tailored interve
ntion strategies. Using secondary data from the Korea Foundation for Suicide Prevention(2013-2020), latent
class analysis was conducted on 7,378 young adults aged 20-39 who died by suicide in South Korea. A t
otal of six classes were identified: family relationship problems - depressive type, occupational problems - an
xious type, economic problems - behavioral addiction type, interpersonal problems - adjustment disorder typ
e, mental health problem type, and physical health problem typetypes. Cross-tabulation and multinomial lo
gistic regression analyses revealed distinct characteristics for each class. The depressive type displayed freque
nt suicide-related statements as warning signs, the anxious type displayed strong self-deprecating remarks, t
he adjustment disorder type involved self-harm and substance misuse, the mental health type showed letha
rgy and avoidance, and the physical health type reported marked discomfort. These findings underscore the

need for class-specific interventions.

Keywords : young adult suicide decedents, latent dass analysis (LCA), psychosocial risk factors, suicide execution
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