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Abstract

Colonial Joseon in K-pop Idol Fanfiction: Patriotic Queers and

Becoming National Subjects

Bae, Saerom(Yonsei University)

This study aimed to analyze the characteristics of the representation of colonial
Korea in recent idol fanfiction and, through this, outline the popular perception of
legitimate national membership in contemporary South Korea. The analysis
revealed the following characteristics:

First, dedication to the independence movement is portrayed as unquestionably
justified and valuable, and this is combined with romantic homosexuality, which
can be considered an absolute genre convention of fanfiction. Most fanfictions
narrate the participation in the independence movement of two protagonists, who
belong to the same idol group and are in a loving relationship. Second, a new
national subject emerges: the queer independence activist. Until now, queerness
has been erased from the national imagination. However, in recent fanfiction, the
queerness of queer characters tends to be explicitly stated, and this queerness does
not undermine their legitimacy as national subjects. These fanfictions demand the
inclusion of queer patriotic subjects in future historical narratives. Third,
nevertheless, the union of romantic love is formed based on the belief in the
congruence of ethnic nation and state. To gain membership rights within this
nation, an individual must be an ethnically Korean person who is untainted by
collaboration with Japanese imperialism and cisgender. Fourth, while this
perception of the nation-state remains dominant, the expanding global reach of
K-pop and the increasing diversity of its members' nationalities have necessitated
that fans reimagine relationships between people from various countries,

including Japan, and Koreans. Consequently, Japanese characters different from
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the stereotypically portrayed evil and cruel Japanese in media are appearing in
fanfiction. This reflects the imagination required of members in Korea that has
long been a multicultural society and is also a reason to continue paying attention
to the historical imagination of K-pop fans.

This study is significant for examining one aspect of the popular imagination of
the colonial period by analyzing the content of fanfiction itself. Through this
research, it is hoped that awareness will be raised regarding fanfiction as a form of
popular narrative, a domain that reflects and generates public desire, and the

importance of exploring its meaning.

(Keywords: Fanfiction, Colonial Joseon, K-pop, Idol, Queer, Nation, Nationalism,
Popular Culture, Subculture, Fandom)
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