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g 7S L3 HEHAS E3) ‘AT 294 (Theatrimusicality) &
&5HA Erfdrtar HitehD
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1) Marcus Cheng Chye Tan, “The Curios Carnival: Margaret Leng Tan's
Theatrimusicality”, The Drama Review, Vol. 66, No. 1, NY: Cambridge
University Press, 2022, pp.52-63.

2) “As a whole, the work comprises of a series of fragments, each piece a conc
entrated, fully-formed and presented memory that contains visual aid, verb
al explanation, and musical accompaniment.” “Review: Dragon Ladies Don t
Weep by Margaret Leng Tan”, Bakchormeeboy, 2022.10.28., https://bakchor
meeboy.com/2022/10/28/%E2%98%85%E2%98%85%E2%98%85%E2%98%8
5%E2%98%85-review-dragon-ladies-dont-weep-by-margaret-leng-tan/.
(H&Y: 2026.1.5)

3) “Dragon Ladies Dont Weep is a musical autobiography of renowned
Singaporean avant-garde pianist and multi-instrumentalist Margaret Leng
Tan.” Rob Tomlinson, “MARGARET LENG TAN: DRAGON LADIES DON'T
WEEP at the Queen Elizabeth Hall”, The Spy in the Stalls, 2024.5.24.,
https://thespyinthestalls.com/2024/05/dragon-ladies-dont-weep/. (F&Y:
2026.1.5.)

4) Claudia West, “REVIEW: Dragon Ladies Don't Weep”, A Young(ish) Perspective, 20
24.5.27., https://ayoungishperspective.co.uk/2024/05/27/review-dragon-1
adies-dont-weep/. (F&Y: 2026.1.5.)
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5) HE Hl=7, foprl==o] o] 2y, 2Rt &, A Ae=EA14, 2013, 21%.
0) 919 #, 51%.

7) 919 A, 141%.

8) & IAH, A A2, o] Y5 27U - HA

o

o, Agdieka 97, 2003, 29%.
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9) g B2, gko] 2, 144%.
10) 949 &, 146%.

11) & ZAH, 9] 7, 39%.
12) 9191 &, 45%.

13) 919 &, 50%.

14) 919 &, 63%.
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15) <4'337)9] AA G4} #3l. Joel Hochberg, “John Cage, 4'33”, YouTube,
2010.11.23., https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=]TEFKFiXSx4. (8£Y: 2026.
1.3)

16) 87, "AgE0 = vl 204)7] do 29t-& Alo]A] 42 3325 FHo =, It
SZe 2613 =2]; #2048 102, SHFEEI=8}s], 2018, 104%.

17) “My favorite music is the music I haven't yet heard. I don't hear the music
I write. I write in order to hear the music I haven't yet heard.” “An
Autobiographical Statement”, John Cage Official Website, https://data-
johncage.org/autobiographical_statement.html. (§4Y: 2026.1.3.)

18) Duncan Sutherland, “Margaret Leng Tan”, Singapore Infopedia, NLB, https://
www.nlb.gov.sg/main/article-detail?cmsuuid=c64b7601-6838-428a-al
1e-067c89a5deel. (F4:Y: 2026.1.24.)
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19) “Margaret Leng Tan - The world’s first toy piano virtuoso”, Singapore
Women's Hall of Fame, https://www.scwo.org.sg/profiles/margaret-leng-
tan. (85Y: 2026.1.24.)
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Griswold)7} &5 T2 Y2 AFolt}. tgt Eal= o] Fdo] &) A4 A4t
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< HEHR] oflA Eoh

21) Sian Cain, “Toy piano virtuoso Margaret Leng Tan: ‘I played Beethoven in
Beethoven's house - eat that, Schroeder”, The Guardian, 2022.10.8., https://
www.theguardian.com/music/2022/oct/29/toy-piano-virtuoso-margaret
-leng-tan-i-played-beethoven-in-beethovens-house-eat-that-schroeder.
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(H£Y: 2025.12.30.)
22) Marcus Cheng Chye Tan, 99| &, p.61.
23) o)zt g A-2slE), T4=88/39] nigly, A% o, BSRkAAAL 2017, 50&.
24) oVdzE, "alga} A0 &R, A= QI%E 2003, 935
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25) Erika Fischer-Lichte, The Semiotics of Theater, Jeremy Gaines & Doris L.
Jones trans., Indiana: Indiana University Press, 1992, p.112.
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26) 9191 &, p.104.
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Abstract

Return to the Autonomy of Art, the Classicization of the
Avant-Garde — Margaret Leng Tan’s Dragon Ladies Don t Weep

Hur, Jachong(Sogang University)

This study examines how the avant-garde is incorporated into a classicalized
form within contemporary performance art through the analysis of the
performance Dragon Ladies Don t Weep (October 25, 2025, Sejong S Theater), a
solo performance by Margaret Leng Tan. Focusing on the transformation of core
avant-garde principles—chance and indeterminacy—into controlled necessity
within the framework of theatrical direction, the research draws on Peter Biirger’s
critique of “aesthetic autonomy” and Hal Foster’s concept of the neo-avant-garde
as a mode of repetitive and analytical enactment. These theoretical perspectives
provide the basis for investigating how Tan’s performance reconfigures and
repositions the legacy of the avant-garde.

The analysis identifies two central mechanisms. First, Tan’s lifelong
obsessive-compulsive tendencies are transformed into core performative
techniques. She appears as an embodied performer in Erika Fischer-Lichte’s
sense, yet simultaneously enacts a meticulously calculated persona. Second,
avant-garde music and concepts are framed and exhibited within Tan’s
autobiographical narrative. Memories of John Cage are arranged as fixed lines
and integrated into a highly controlled semiotic system, while her performance
practices resemble guided enactments rather than moments of perceptual
disruption. This mode of presentation aligns with Foster’s notion of “deferred
action,” in which the avant-garde project is repeated, yet its repetition is absorbed
into a disciplined and predetermined form.

Ultimately, Dragon Ladies Dont Weep functions less as an avant-garde



534 HiSAAET A328 1%

performance than as a curated memoir that reshapes the avant-garde for
21st-century spectatorship. Although the signs of the avant-garde are abundantly
deployed onstage, no contingent event emerges; every element converges within
a tightly regulated structure. The work thus illustrates a contemporary cultural
process in which the avant-garde returns to the realm of aesthetic autonomy and

circulates as a classicized, institutionalized form.

(Keywords: Avant-garde, Dragon Ladies Dont Weep, Autonomy of Art,
Margaret Leng Tan, John Cage, Peter Biirger, Hal Foster)
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