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Abstract

A Study on the Im, Soon-Duk’s short story, “The
Godmother” and Korean Women Literatures in the last
years of the Japanese Imperialism.

Lee, Sang—Kyung

This article examines Im Sun Duk’s works focusing on the problem
of gender and nationalism in the colonial context. Though her works
were published at the last period of Japanese invasion, they were not
pro—Japanese at all while the other women writers tended to be pro—
Japanese, This paper explores the reasons for the difference between
them,

One reason is that Im’s works represented the Korean socialist
women’s experiences in 1930s’. They devoted themselves to the
national liberation movement, such as student movement and revolu-
tionary labor movement. The other reason is that her works are closely
related to her feminist literary theory, She criticized the contemporary
‘lady literature(o] #5381 which is limited to feminity and women’s
space accepted by male patriarchal literature. Im argued that women’s
literature should face the oppressive reality of the colony to liberate
women from the colonial oppression, Her stories as well as her theory
explores the interrelation between gender and colonialism,

“Sunday” is Im’s the first published short story, Its heroine sends

private supplies to her lover in prison, who is arrested because of his
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participation in national liberation movement, This work justifies
national liberation movement, but has the limitation to represent its
heroine as depending too much on her lover,

“The Godmother(j&)"

‘Chang-ssi—gae—myung’ (347, the policy of exchanging Korean

, even though written in Japanese, criticizes
name to Japanese style). As godmother, the heroine names her nephew
Sewon(A|4), after Moses and Goolwon(Chinese poet) who are associ-
ated with national liberation, Here the female protagonist is more inde-
pendent, thinking that a woman should not be subject to a man even if
he is both a great thinker and a devoted activist.

Im supported the feminist literature theory and wrote several femi-
nist short stories, such as “Sunday” and “The Godmother” In this
works as well as her theory Im deals with gender as closely interrelat-
ed to nationalism, Her achievement lies in creating the feminist litera-
ture aspiring to national liberation, different from pro—Japanese lady

literature ’



