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Abstract

A study of Lee tae joon’s novel
FChung Choon Moo Sung;

Song, In-Hwa

Jn this paper, [ tried to examine the relation between the moder-
nity and the femininity in the Lee tae joon’s late novel FChung
Choon Moo Sungg. This novel is based upon the structure of
enlightenment narrative, that is notable trait of Lee Tae Joon's
novel. So the Modernization project is a essential momentum of
this narrative, and the binominal concepts like emotion/reason,
private/public, physical/spiritual, natural/cultural, and male/female
make the main struggle in this novel. Here I will check how the
narrative that pursuits the modernity itself oppresses woman'’s
desire and tries to restraint the woman’s identity through the
process of narrative and characterization.

This novel divides into two part. the first half is made up a
affection discord, and the latter half is constitute of participation in
public affair. Moving onward the latter part, the characters sup-
press theirs sexual desire for social participation. Here we can find
the spacial concept transters to the metaphor for the time. The
former private affection is metastasized to the premodern times,
whereas the other turns into the modern world. The problem is
here which premodern world is always related to the feminine

gender. In this novel, the women are the person who need the
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lesson of enlightenment, all the more the femininity that is consti-
tuted of woman’s character is recognised of obstacle against get-
ting to the modern world. The women in this novel are presented
in a ‘immature person’ who is immersed in girlish loving affair or
a ‘prostitute’ who is captured by sexual desire. They are all unrea-
sonable and don’t have any other concern without private pas-
sion. Such a images of emotionality and flesh are the woman’s
original characteristics in this novel. In the same time that are the
object that enlightenment passion want to eliminate in the name
of modernity. Therefore we can find the premodern symbols are
not neutral but something in communicate secretly with the femi-
nine gender in this novel. So the conclusion is that the modernity
can be arrived by repressing the woman’s identity. The women
who get to the modernity eliminate their gender-identity and goes
to the social sphere as the mother and teacher, but gender roll is
derived from the patriarchism remains strongly. So they only do
the secondary roll for heroic man. In the final analysis, the narra-
tive of enlightenment in this novel that the public sphere com-
pletely controlled the private sphere serves to the ruling colonial

narrative of ‘Nation Mobilization Order’,

key word : enlightment narrative, sexual desire gender-identity, social sphere,

private sphere
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