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Abstract

Study on Ewha, School Journal, in Colonial Era

- Intellectual Women's Acceptance of Self Representation and Knowledge
Park, Ji-Young

This paper is to explore how intellectual women in colonial era
(1929-1938) pursued their self identity and how they accepted and
reproduced ideas and knowledge through a school journal Ewha. Ewha
was virtually the only medium that intellectual women could express
their own opinions in colonial era. Other media were all male dominated
that it was almost impossible for women to give voice to their opinions
through the media. As Ewha was the female dominated journal, Ewha
is a good source to look into two aspects: production of intellectual
women by the colonial education and those women's reaction. Although
the number of journalists at Ewha was small, they later took journalist
positions at major media such as Women, Samchunri, and Chokwang in
the 30s. Considering these, it is right to say that Fwha served as a
medium that enabled Korean women in modern times to accept and
reproduce knowledge. Thus Ewha is worthwhile to examine in order to
understand the history of Korean intellectual women's acceptance of
knowledge.

It was seen through Ewha that the students at Ewha Women's
College had a very high opinion of themselves that this made them feel

an obligation to help their society and, at the same time, a longing for
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success. They, for example, felt responsibility to enlighten uneducated
women. They adapted an attitude of asceticism and self-sacrifice,
deeply influenced by their education at Ewha Women's College, a
mission school. They also displayed self-confidence that they could
accept and produce advanced knowledge. This is seen in the high
quality writings in Ewha.

They accepted and reproduced various knowledge such as domestic
science, physics, literature and ideologies through Ewha. However, by
the mid 30s, their acceptance of the ideologies of "angel in the house’
and female sexuality were shown in domestic science as well as
biological discourse. Moreover, they were obsessed with the idea of
being a 'superwoman’ as they could not totally abandon the desire of
personal fulfillment.

Furthermore, the way the intellectual women accepted knowledge
seemed to be neither productive nor active. The articles in Ewha
showed their advanced knowledge but unfortunately they did not go
further other than conveying objective knowledge to the readers. The
academic inclination toward 'domestic science’ in Ewha was a unique
characteristics which distinguished it from Yeonhee or Shinghung
whose main discourses were political ideologies and cultural
nationalism. This shows that the division of sexual realms existed in
academic studies as early as the 30s.

Despite all those negative aspects of Korean intellectual women in
colonial era, it cannot be denied that their knowledge and ambition were
as wide and strong as those of male intellectuals. Their literary works
are a good example. The passive discourse viewed in articles was not
seen in literary works. Rather, they depict the vigorous pursuit of the

meaning of the existence, which reveals the progression of colonial
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literature. Overall, Korean intellectual women in the 30s ceaselessly

pursued knowledge in wide range of subjects.

Key words : Ewha, Ewha women's college, intellectual women, acceptance and
reproduction of modern knowledge, ideology, self identity, desire,
asceticism, the consciousness of enlightenment, angel in the

house, domestic science, writing, literature, progression
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