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Abstract

A Study on Lim, Kkeok-jeong from a Feminist Viewpoint
Kang, Young-Zu

In Lim, Kkeok-jeong, a historical novel by Hong, Myung-hee, there
often appears description of a strong and independent woman or
description of a happy couple. We can also find characters’ speech and
action embodying an idea of sexual equality in it. These features are
caused by the fact that Lim, Kkeok—jeong is a historical novel about the
ChosoOn dynasty in the sixteenth century, when sexual discrimination
was not so serious as in the late Choson dynasty. And by the fact that
its main characters are the people seceding from the feudal system.
Hong, Myung-hee had firm opinion about sexual equality and an
enlightening intention that he wrote a historical novel to advocate
nationalism. So he described characters and lives of Chosén women
bright and beautiful in Lim, Kkeok-jeong.

But in "The Bandit’, the last part of this novel, Lim, Kkeok-jeong
changed into a man of common idea taking feudal sexual discrimination
as a matter of course. In addition, most female characters including
heroine Un-chong are described as ordinary women losing positiveness
in this part. This change seems to be caused by the fact that the writer
read Veritable Records of the Dynasty of Choson for the first time and

accepted to his novel greatly when he wrote "The Bandit'.
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