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Abstract

Rumor and Narrative: Rethinking on Eileen Chang's Chuangi
Park, Ja-young

My article examines that rumor is not only utilized as the materials
of narrative but also one of chief technology that operated Eileen
Chang's narrative. The core of narrative in Eileen Chang’s lies in the
advent of narrator who transmits the rumor and the narrative strategy
of palimpsest.

Meanwhile the narrator collapses the ideology of the
Chuangi(romance), the narrator seals it in the 'form’ of Chuangi and
rumor. In this process, female characters in Chang’'s novels are not
submitted or subjected to the rumor that used to scandalize women.
Chang's narrative chooses the way of resistance, by reinterpretation
and using the traditional form of Chuangi and rumor. The strategy of
palimpsest in Chang’s narrative emphasizes that it remains the traces
of resisting and revisioning the perspective of rumor, while it
possesses the form of Chuangi.

In the other hand, the advent of narrator doesn’t mean the revival
of traditional form of Chuangi. Because the technology of rumor in
Chang's narrative does not concentrate on the narrator who tells the
rumor and story but disseminates and disperses it. That Chang’s
palimpsest remains this unended old story regarding rumor, in the
midst of registering and erasing it. Eileen Chang innovates novel into
new "modern” novel that transgresses the binary opposition of
tradition/modern, in terms of fold the advent of narrator and

technology in "modern” people and novel.
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