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Abstract

Trouble of ‘Women’s Literature’
~Criticism on women'’s literature of 21st century that faced predicament-

Im, Ji-yeon

To speak paradoxically, ‘women’s literature of 21st century
which encountered predicament’ is rescuing itself - women's
literature - by the very fact of its having fallen into plight.
Because the institutional nomenclature of women’s literature is
revitalizing itself to recover strength by putting itself into a crisis.

In literary magazines of 21st century, special issue dealing the
subject of female literature has not been planned yet. This is not
because of diminished interest or depreciated value of women’s
literature. Compared to 1990s, women'’s literature can be said to
have declined, which share the same context with the changed
concepts in literary field of 2000s. Conclusively it would be correct
to assume that decline of women's literature has resulted from the
discourse on fundamental shift of literature in 2000s, not caused
from inside of women's literature.

The pattern of change in literary field burst out first with the
discourse ‘The end of modern literature’ by Karatani Kojin. In the
sphere of novel, faith was put in literature as discussion was
developing on the literature ‘after’ modern literature while the
limited historicity of modern literature was being admitted. Second,
in the sphere of poem, the pattern of change in literary field grew

intensified into debate on ‘futurism.” The emergence of futuristic
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poems that attacked institutional grammar called lyricism,
vaporized single narrator concept of lyrical poems, and transformed
poetic world of identity into the world of endless difference, has
attempted radical shift of the existing lyric poetry.

The historic situation that women'’s literature failed to settle
down in literary field of 2000s was close to something inevitable,
and the assessment that women's literature criticism lost its
position and fell into predicament can rather be a positive comment.
Only when dismantling the fixed self identity of female, women
will be able to achieve self liberation, thus evolving into
constructive, performative and processing main actors.

Then, to which direction should the nomenclature of ‘women’s
literature’ (which has become extinct) be constituted newly? The
following can be proposed for consideration. First, constructing
‘feminine thing’ which will not revert to female, Second, discarding
the institutional nomenclature of 'women'’s literature’ and adopting
fresh feminism knowledge concept. Third, forming universality

concept anew to secure identity of feminine thing.

Key words:women's literature, sex, gender, literary field of 2000s, Karatani

Koijin, futurism, ‘weird” women subject, political universality
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