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Abstract

Actress’s Rising : Focusing on the problem of body and sexuality

in the early modern Korean theatre

Lee, Hwajin

This paper examines the process that actress appeared as a
female performer who acts a gendered character and became a
modern cultural institution in the early modern Korean theatre in
social cultural context. It also tries to understand the historicity of
gender performance. In early theatre, the audience took the female
impersonator(Onna-gatta)’s acting as a technic which he performed
irrelevantly to his own sex. However, this convention had cracks
due to the effect of western moving pictures, the development of
media technology, the cultural environment and so on. The early
20’s audience recognized the performer’s feminity based on his/her
own physical body, not the production of performance. Yi
Wol-hwa’s Katyusha confirmed the rise of new body which could

not be superseded by the female impersonator (Onna-gatta).

Key words : modern theatre, actress, female impersonator(Onna-gatta), technic,

sexuality, feminity, Katyusha, body
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