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Abstract

The ethical textbook of women and literacy of women

Yi, Ji-Young

This study is on books for ethical education of women in Joseon.
From 15th century, many textbooks for ethical education of women
were printed by dynasty. On the one hand, the purpose of those
books was to reforms women for Confucian ideology, but on the
other, was to educate women for reading and writing. Lesson for
houswife(W]-&) was the first textbook for ethical education of
women written in classical chinese with korean endings and the
translation of original text. This bhilingual text form resulted from
the thought that Hangeul, the Korean own alphabet, was imperfect
and had no authority. All the more, Hangeul-literate public were
not many in those days. So the print of W& spread the Hangeul
literacy of women. Lesson for women(¢3-&) printed in 17th century
and Four books for women(®1AF4) in 18th century were also
bilingual texts, but had the difference in the mode of chinese
original text that has korean endings and pronunciations of the
original texts. This mode of the text was general in the Confucian
scriptures for first learning nobleman. Because of the korean
endings and pronunciations, the first learner could learn the chinese
text by himself. This was so for the women. Women could learn
the chinese with the aid of the korean endings and pronunciations.
So I thinks the printed ethical education for women effected the

literacy of women and the weakening of diaglossia in late Joseon
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which discriminated man and women.

Meanwhile, more general text of ethical education of women was
not the printed but the transcribed. The ethical textbooks for
women were transcribed only in Hanguel, so the changes of
original text were inevitable. The changes range from omissions,
contractions and amplifications to reinforcement of comments.
These changes in transcribed women's ethical textbooks means the
changes in thought about the Confucian ideology. The conversation
of mother-in-law and daughter—in-law("UtE AN SHES), the
fictional and critical writing on ethics for women shows that the
text transcribed in Hangual has the openness and autonomy, so it

makes women to have critical mind.
Key words: ethical education of women, textbooks for ethical education of
women, Lesson for houswife, Lesson for women, Four books for

women, bilingual text literacy of women, diaglossia
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