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Abstract

Jeju Gisaeng Aerang’s Self-epic and Sub-subjects’s

Narrative-identity

Kim, Soo—youn

A life of a woman is inscribed in <Baebijangjeon>, who lived in
Jeju which was the paradise and the farthest seas in the 15th
century. Jeju gisaeng, typified by Aerang, represents sub-subjects
under the hierarchy of mainland and Jeju, male and female,
bureaucrat and official gisaeng. She does not fix the self-narrative
on a perspective of exterior/mainland, never being downhearted at
the lofty spirituality they maintain and regarding her life shameful.
She is faced with nakedness of her life by transcending
intrinsically her duality and there recovers narrative identity for
writing a new narrative. A narrative strategy she selected is to use
a body of man who made her as a tool for play as such too. She
makes Baebijang naked, who denigrated the body of Aerang but
had sexual desire for her naked body, and also his body an
instrument for play and a thing to be ridicule.

‘A naked body’ is a primitive body and induces the high and low,
male and female to be an equal being. Aerang has shame, doubt
and guilt but she makes Baebijang ridiculing her body naked like
her and his naked body a part of an play instrument. Hence, she is
breaking a boundary of subject by and instrument for satire play.
Through such a narrative strategy, Aerang compensates enough
for lack of social identity symbolized by clothing and recovers the
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new identity of sub-subject, or narrative identity.

Key words : <Baebijangieon>, Jeju Gisaeng(Dancing girl in Jeju-island), Self-epic,
Sub—subject, Narrative—identity
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