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Abstract

Patriarchal Nationalism of Development and Exposure of

Romantic Hypocrisy
: a study on the love discourse of the woman's magazine Yoewon in the 1960s

Kim, Chi—young

Issued from the 1955, Yeowon became the most popular woman's
magazine in Korea until it ended to be issued in 1970. In this paper,
I searched the love discourse of the magazine to learn how love,
marriage and sexuality of Korean woman were discussed and
regulated under the trend of Korean development nationalism in the
1960s and how the woman's stance was reflected in the
modernization system of the period.

In the early 1960s, the generation of 4.19 asserted freedom of
love out of the belief on the theoretical concept of the self and
freedom, which the generation learned as a favorable ideal of
democracy though they could not have experienced the ideal within
their environment. However, as the military regime reinforced,
young generation’s assertion was retreated, and Yeowon started to
emphasize on the role of a homemaker based on a patriarchal
family system, so that the modernization of love and marriage was
integrated into the nation’s development plan by renaming the
virtue of traditional morality as woman’s intrinsic value. On the
other hand, as the concept of ‘yeonae'(love) was generalized and
the experience of love was accumulating, there arisen a scepticism

on the idea of sublime and lasting love. With this scepticism, the
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divorce rate was increased, and the free-wife's discourse was
seething fiercely. The discourse on free-wives(Chayu-buin) of the
1960s was different from that of the 1930s, in that it was generated
with the tendency for some women to determine to reject the
gender role given to a woman within the trend of capitalism which
revealed outspoken affirmation on the desire for sex and material.
In the background of the free-wife’'s discourse, thoughts and
experiences that deviated from the integrated authority of the
discourse traveled across intricately, while the violent nature of
man's patriarchism and the expedient nature of woman’s
opportunism riding on the very patriarchism were revealed and
exposed breaking through the shield of ideology of romantic love.

Key words : the 1960s, woman's magazine, love discourse, Yoewon, patriarchy,
Modernity, Sexuality discourse, nationalism, 4.19, Youth culture, sexuality,

Free Woman, Apre—Girl, Affair, re-traditionalism, women culture
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