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Abstract

A study on the representation of virtuous woman in the colonial era

: Focusing on articles about virtuous woman in the ‘local reports’ column of fthe Journal of

Kyeonghakwon(#R &2 E5),

Hong, In—Sook

This paper analyzed the relationship between the representation
of virtuous woman published in an article column called ‘local
reports’ of 'the Journal of Kyeonghakwons and the local
Confucians in the colonial era. For this, the paper examined the
characteristics of the article column called ‘local report’” by
connecting them to 'the relationship between Central
Kyeonghakwon and local Hyanggyo (3%, Confucian school). It
also highlighted the process that female figures called virtuous
women are found and reproduced by the local Confucians through
the local reports column.

The articles about virtuous women in the local reports column
began to appear from the next issue right after an important person
of Kyeonghakwon mentioned ’‘them’. The point that similar
contents frequently appeared in the articles about virtuous at the
initiatory stage indicates the process that the local Confucians who
produced articles of the local reports imitated and learned them.
The paper examined the point that the local Confucians and
important people of Kyeonghakwon created the cyclical production
structure as they stimulated one another by finding and recreating
the articles about virtuous women.
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And the paper took note of the local Confucians social and
economic conditions in the colonial era. They were much pressed
by the Japanese Government—General of Korea's policy to weaken
Hyanggyo and at the same time, were in fear of their position as
the leadership of society that were weakened by competitive
structures with modern intellectuals. 'Tao of Confucianism’ was
the only basis that makes them disregard their reality as the
citizens of the colony and recover their social position which got to
be low under those circumstances.

Eventually, the representation of 'virtuous women’ in the 'local
reports’ column is the symbol of Confucianism that the local
Confuscians in the colonial era recalled to relieve anxiety about self
identity as the existence was colonized and marginalized. Among
these articles, the women’s bodies and labor that are especially
expressed from the viewpoint of exploitation and abuse are proof
that the local Confucians looked at them from the viewpoint of

internal colony.

Key words : virtuous woman, colony, Kyeonghakwon(E2%), "The Joumal of
Kyeonghakwon(E&57##55) 1, 'local reports’ column, Confudians, Hyangayo
(#3#%, Confucian school)
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