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Abstract

Three gazes toward North Korean female defectors

A study on the literary imageries of North Korean female defectors

in the Korean contemporary novels

Kim, So—ryun

This paper attempts concerning the ‘otherness’ of others through
the consideration of North Korean defectors who are regarded as
strange others rather than foreigners in Korean society. The
primary subject for the paper is a North Korean females defector
whom the Korean society inferiorly deems in comparison with a
North Korean male defector. As a character that exposes structural
contradictions of the Korean society in terms of gender, capital, and
class, a North Korean female defector has attracted the notice of
Korean literary circles. This paper focuses on comparing the
imageries of the North Korean female defectors in the literary
works of South Korean writers, North Korean defector-writers, and

Korean—-Chinese writers.

Key words : North Korean defectors, North Korean female defector, others,

otherness, Love Song of the Young, Korean-Chinese writer
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