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Abstract

Writings about the brilliance of Deceased Daughters and Sisters in

the Late Joseon Period
: Commengdation, Lamentation and Delimitation

Jung, Ji—-Young

The writings by scholar-officials in the late Joseon period for
their dead daughters and sisters present a paradox of praising
brilliant daughters and setting the limits for such intelligence.
These writings not only provide us with precious details of
upper—class women’s lives in the Joseon society, but they also
reveal the complex nature of how the norms were created,
revisited, and re-invented. The women whose lives were in the
writings were highlighted both as the models of womanly virtues
and as brilliant daughters of prominent families. The authors, on
one hand, praise the intelligence of the deceased family members,
and on the other hand confined such brilliance within the
framework of virtues and women’s work. They set limits for
women with the normative vision of womanhood, and yet created a

fissure for women to give rise to new possibilities.

Key words : funeral oration, womanly virtues, literacy, norms, threshold
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