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Abstract

Crime, Geography, Gender: Three Keywords of Kim Nae Sung's
The Evil and Modern Detective Novel

Yu, In—hyeok

This study analyzed the meaning of Kim Nae - Sung’s The evil
[J# N\] through the keyword of 'crime’, 'geography’ and 'gender’.
Until now, these three keywords have been accepted as a central
concept in analyzing detective novels of the colonial period.
Through ’crime’, previous studies noticed that Yu Bul Ran, the
detective, solved the crime with his rational mind as well as the
'great detectives’ of the West. Through 'geography’, the issue of
determining whether the Kyung-Sung[#¥%] was a metropolis
suitable for the space of modern detective novels was raised.
Finally, 'Gender’ focuses on Yoo Bul Ran’s relationship with
women. In other words, previous studies focus on whether the
detective concentrates his investigating or neglect his duty with
love affair. These three keyword ultimately sought to determine
whether the Korean detective novels match the format of Western
detective novel.

This study is referring three keyword not as disconnected issues
but as geometric triangle. By doing so, this article shows that The
Evil is not a convergence of 'the Western’, but there are aspects
that violate or surpass the model. Thus, it ultimately raised a
spatial view that modernity is not singular, and that there can be

multiple models at the same time.
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The narratives of the text have the aspect of negating the
premises of crime, geography, and gender. The FEuvil is not
abstracted into a narrative that solves a mysterious crime through
rational reasoning. On the contrary, The Evil promotes the pleasure
of irrational impulse. In addition, the text divides the space of the
marginal from ’centre city’, so it reveals relative space from
modern civilization. The text also characterize woman as the
embodiment of irrationality and pre-modernity. To summarize, the
author did not express trust in modern rationality through The

Evil. He expresses the desire to deny and transcend modernity.

Key words : Kim Nae-Sung, The Evil, detective novel, crime, geography, gender,

spatial turn
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