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Abstract

The Self-awareness of Women and the Performative Meaning of

Writing in Jagirok

Kim, Jeong—kyung

In this article, I tried to answer the question of what the writer
of the Jagirok wrote and what the meaning of the act is. To do
this, Chapters 2 and 3 examine the contradictory self-perception of
the author and the perception of the world in Jagirok. In Chapter 4,
we have linked it to the performative meaning of the act of writing
itself.

In chapter 2, the part about ‘the death of the husband’, which
occupies the largest part in Jagirok, was examined based on the
opposing attitude and the parallel narrative aspect of the husband’s
home and home. As a result, I found that a contrasting response to
the husband’s treatment of the husband’s home and home could be
read as showing a conflicting attitude toward fate.

In chapter 3, I examined the aspect of Cho's process of choosing
life, not death, through the opposition between son/daughter and
husband/wife. As a result, I found that the ultimate conflict in
Jagirok comes from the question of finding the meaning of life in
public relation or private intimacy rather than opposition of
male/female.

In Chapter 4, I have tied these discussions to Cho’s writing
behavior and the way she perceives herself as a writing subject.

As a result, I found that writing is an active practice of withdrawal
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from the life as well as withdrawal from the life. To Ms. Cho
writing means following death and stealing life. On the other hand,
Cho's recognition of herself as a subject of writing was revealed as
a conflict between public duty and personal relationship. In short, it
can be said that Jagirok is a text that asks whether a person

exists because of social necessity or personal intimacy.

Key words : Jagirok, performativity, self-narration, confucian ethics, a virtuous woman
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