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Abstract

A Study of Objectified Images of Women in the Lyrics of Girl Group Songs
: An Analysis of Girl Groups Managed by JYP Entertainment

Lee Hyewon

This study seeks to examine otherized images of woman in the songs of girl groups man-
aged by JYP Entertainment. These songs commonly feature objectified images of women
from the perspective of men. These images can be largely divided into three categories.
The first category includes representations of passive femininity and gender stereotypes.
When representing relations between men and women, JYP girl groups generally depict
women as passive beings who are waiting for a man to confess his love, and men approach
and confess their love to women in a manly manner. However, such representations of re-
lationship can be problematized for adhering to traditional gender roles. The second is the
differentiation between the problem of the gaze and the Other. JYP girl group songs depict
women who are jealous of other women, pitting women against other women, which, in
turn, risks introducing rupture into discourses of female subjectivity. Finally, the third is
the contrast between mature adult women and immature adult women. Park Jin-young,
who produces JYP girl groups, emphasizes the appearance of mature adult women in his
songs and immature girls in girl group songs, which reproduces the problematic binary
of adult women and prostitutes, which reflects how men have traditionally defined wom-
en. As such, JYP Entertainment girl groups depict women from the perspectives of men.
In conclusion, this results in a binary representation of women as either adult women or
prostitutes and further risks causing division between singing girl group members and fe-

male listeners.

Key words: Girl group, idol, objectification, representations of women
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