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Abstract

Solidarity Beyond “My Brother and the Brazier”

: An Analysis of Yeoseongjiwu and Eom Heung-seop

Kim Yoonjin

This article examines the literary practices of the magazine Yeoseongjiwu and Korean
writer Eom Heung-seop in the early 1930s. Starting from the first edition of the second
volume (February 1930), which Eom Heung-seop contributed to as an editor, Yeoseongjiwu
presents its plan for more prominently featuring the lives of women. This plan included
listening to the difficulties of women in various occupations and greatly increasing the
number of readers’ contributions. Female readers responded to the project enthusiastically
and were eager to read new literature that treated women as full subjects. In particular, the
women’s poems in the “Women’s Literature” column in the second edition of the second
volume (April 1930) were an appropriation to Imhwa’s poem “My Brother and the Brazier”
(Joseonjigwang, February 1929), and they focused on the difficult reality of women.

The specific conceptualization of women’s lives and realities that had been presented

in Yeoseongjiwu was also present in Eom Heung-seop’s short stories from the early 1930s.
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This perception of women appears in the images of “Omani’-type (a Korean domestic
worker who worked for a Japanese family during the Japanese colonial period) characters
who are engaged in care work and cannot actually take care of themselves. In particular,
in Eom Heung-seop’s short story “Pyeong-yi,” an “Omani’-type character appears as a
speaker. This short story was published in the children’s magazine Byeolnara in 1934. The
story seems to have a narrative structure similar to that of “My Brother and the Brazier.”
However, in “Pyeong-yi,” the shadow of the brother, who was featured strongly in Inwha’s
poem, can no longer be found. Instead, “Pyeong-yi” is occupied by the voice of a sister
who asks her younger brother, who was injured while making a delivery, to take care of his
own body and communicates with other “Omani” who are related to his younger brother’s
other jobs.

In 1934, when writers of the KAPF converted one after another and proletarian liter-
ature was on the decline, Eom Heung-seop made reference to the most popular period of
KAPF by publishing the short story “Pyeong-yi,” which is reminiscent of “My Brother and
the Brazier,” which, in turn, suggested a new path forward that was based on the reality of
the people. Yeoseongjiwu and Eom Heung-seop’s literary works, which were an extension
of the plans of Yeoseongjiwu, functioned as a place for struggling readers to empathize with

each other’s vulnerabilities and explore the potential for solidarity.

Key words: Eom Heung-seop, Yeoseongjiwu, Byeolnara, female readers, female workers,

Omani, vulnerability, “Pyeong-yi”
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