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Abstract

Who are the Readers of Queer Literature and Criticism?
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¢ The Audience’s Signifying Practices and Cultural Politics in Love in the Big City

Baek Jong-Ryun-Lim Donghyeon

This article aims to establish a new epistemology of queer literary criticism that is con-
stantly renewed by readers’ diverse signifying practices. During the queer/feminist reor-
ganization of the literary field—which began in approximately 2017 and 2018 and contin-
ues to the present—criticism has repeatedly emphasized the importance of readers. Now,
readers are referred to as subjects who are reforming existing literature and creating its
future. Some recent works of queer literary criticism, however, have been somewhat insuf-
ficient to translate readers’ actual reading experiences into the language of criticism de-
spite claiming to recognize the importance of the existence of the reader on a theoretical
level. This article examines the figure of the reader as imagined by contemporary queer
literary criticism and attempts an interdisciplinary experiment that incorporates in-depth
interviews to overcome the limitations of “reader theory without readers,” which describes
a trend in the Korean literary field to fail to recognize actual readers. We emphasize that
Korean literary and cultural studies scholars have not fully considered the “audience” of
the novel, and, in this context, we specifically analyze readers’ receptions of Park Sang
Young’s stories in Love in the Big City and their cultural and political implications. With
particular attention to the heterogeneous reading practices of readers who possess various
experiences and identities, this article attempts to explore the potential for self-trans-
formation through literary texts, breaking away from the practice of reaffirming familiar

forms of oppression.

Key words: Queer, queer literature, reader, audience, interdisciplinary studies, Park Sang

Young, Love in the Big City
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