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The Subjectivation of Representing Women’s Sexuality in the 1990s
: A Study of Eun Hee-Kyung’s and Jeon Kyeonglin’s Early Novels

Kim Yaeni

Eun Hee-Kyung is a key writer for discussing how women’s sexuality was reproduced and

the meaning of reproduction in literature in the 1990s. By examining her early works, this

1990 H o at7kel A freielel A Al A7



study investigates the meaning of playful attitudes toward the sexuality of female charac-
ters in her works in the context of the growing influence of the discourse of sexual libera-
tion.

Sexuality, which takes place inside and outside the category of “love,” reveals more
clearly what kind of power relationship love is based on. In particular, it is difficult to re-
construct women’s sexual pleasures and satisfaction from a feminist perspective beyond
acknowledging women’s sexual desire in situations where women’s sexuality is sexless or
exists only as men. Therefore, women'’s literature should be described with literary imag-
ination to show how to reproduce women’s sexuality, which has not been meaningful or
experienced so far. Moreover, the 1990s was a period during which artistic experiments
for it began in earnest. She showed that the irrationality of normative femininity, which is
based on the dominant atmosphere and patriarchal ideology of society, can make a wom-
an unhappy. For this reason, pursuing women’s sexuality is, in the end, challenges taboo
and is a process of overcoming it. This challenge to taboo led to another challenge: sex for
pleasure and loveless marriages are possible when refusing to fantasize about the marriage
system and romantic love. Her early novels raise provocative questions about women’s
sexuality by challenging taboos, skepticism over romantic love, and sex for the simple pur-
suit of pleasure. She attempts to embody women’s sexuality in her writings and imbue it
with a meaning that is different from the discourse of sexual intercourse from the previous
period. It reproduced women’s sexuality in a way that was much closer to reality, even if
the meaning was less resistant. It shows how violent and life-threatening patriarchal soci-
ety is for women because women choose to survive without being hurt by satisfying men,
not focusing on relationships and sex, and not giving meaning to the relationship. When
only the “freedom to have sex” is emphasized, sex is like a joke, and female characters
seem to have little to do with this playful attitude. However, there is significance in Eun

Hee-Kyung’s works.

Key Words: sexuality, Eun Hee-Kyung, Jeon Kyeonglin, the 1990s, female writer, discourse

of sexual liberation, femininity
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