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An Ethical Assessment of the Gender Performativity of the “Male Patriarch/Wife” Re-
lationship and Care Work

Lee Jinsong

Using Butler’s gender performativity as a framework for analysis, this study exam-
ines Song Kyung-ah’s novel The Story of My Bachelor and the film Areum Married, in
which the roles of the male head of the household and the wife are reversed. In both
works, men perform the gender role of the “wife,” and the female head of the house-
hold performs the gender role of the male. This performance of masculinity appears as
the words and actions of an authoritative and hierarchical patriarch. This gender per-
formativity disrupts the gender norms inherent to the relationship between wife and
male patriarch and reveals the structural contradictions of patriarchy. The female head

of household is reborn as a reflective subject who considers the ethics of care work.
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