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Defectors”, The Journal of East Asian Affairs, vol.29. no. 2, Fall/Winter 2015.
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lulu:University of Hawai'i Press, 2016, p. 148.)
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A Thousand Miles The Girl with .
) Dear Leader Every Falling Star
to Freedom In Order to Live Seven names .
., . ] o ) (Rider Books, (Amulet Books,
(St.Martin’s Grif-| (Penguin, 2015) | (William Collins,
. 2014) 2016)
fin, 2015) 2015)
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Hyeonseo Lee and David John, The Girl with Seven Names: Escape from North Koera,
London: William Collins, 2015; Yeonmi Park and Maryanne Vollers, In Order to
Live: A North Korean Girl’s Journey to Freedom, New York: Penguin, 2015; ¥<iu],
A &7, W7 & A& G0 €A ew ], 21M17182, 2015; /87 - 3> 3, MEEAR
R, Ex27D0%EE —PZIF13EOL T, MLTZCeZRBELONEE -T2, REHR,
2015; Eunsun Kim and Sébastien Falletti, trans. David Tian, A Thousand Miles to
Freedom: My Escape from North Korea, New York: St. Martin’s Griffin, 2015; AJ¥t2
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14 “In A Thousand Miles to Freedom, an exceptionally bright young girl grabs your
hand and leads you down into the darkness of North Korea. When she lets go of
your hand, she is in her twenties and joyously free—and you have felt the texture
of life in the world’s last totalitarian state.

—Blaine Harden, New York Times bestselling author of Escape from Camp 14
The beautiful and haunting story of a girl who survived against all odds--- A must
-read, as compelling as it is important.

—Senator George Mitchell” (A Thousand Mile to Freedom, ¥ & A])

15 Alice Stephens, “Book Review: A Thousand Miles to Freedom: My Escape from
North Korea”, Washington Independent Review of Books, 2015.8.17.
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16 Mary Ann Jolley, “The Strange Tale of Yeonmi Park”, THE DIPLOMAT, December
10, 2014, <https://thediplomat.com/2014/12/the-strange-tale-of-yeonmi-par
k/>, 2023.10.1.

17 [E&FAF A9 ], 2015.11.23,, <https://product.kyobobook.co.kr/detail/SO0000070
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18 Ana Belen Martinez Garcia, “Unearthing the Past: Bringing Ideological Indoctri-
nation to Light in North Korean Girls’ Memoirs”, AUTOBIOGRAPHY STUDIES, Vol.
32, No. 3, 2017, p. 587.
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Others are indifferent, and some maintain their distance from
me. They are wary of those from the north- the “enemies.” Don’t
forget that officially, the two Koreas are still technically at war,
and have been since 1950. Some South Koreans don’t like that
we, the defectors, benefit grom the system, thanks to govern-
ment aid. And yet, I have a South Korean passport and I have the

right to vote. I am just as much a citizen as everyone else here.
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But some people, both young and old, don’t think of me as an

equal. They treat me like they treat immigrants from Southeast

Asia, the Philippines, or Cambodia; the “poor people” they de-

spise so much. ** (22184}
(o]d AT EL B o' AFFEL e} AT
Hog
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35
36

A Thousand Miles to Freedom, p. 198.
“And yet here, refugees from the north are still treated as second-class citizens,
when the only sin we are guilty of is refusing to die from starvation.” A Thousand

Miles to freedom, p. 14.
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9= 2= AEE AN TS a9fE LI ofe 22 Ao A ofd
AMollA ‘A1) 2 74 F2 WO R e o]dAM = 7H5] EEt d=e
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37 “They feel inferior compared to the native South Koreans. They try to imitate
South Koreans, but South Koreans often look at them with disdain. Often, other
refugees like me start feeling resentful and fall into depression.” A Thousand Miles
to freedom, p. 213.

38 &AL 9AE AT A 23 AR ool =T, oldl Hisf grmojdoA = “F I
L3 AAEE A& ol3stA Kok AL ofU AT, B AFE HHEI A2 Yo7l
HESIT A (TS 2o §A4), 209%)eaL HEE o] AT, gojut A Thousand
Miles to freedomol| A= “RE Zo] B 7lthE AL, o] 9, BAE AXH Bt £
7t 2gtoldttd AFAE E4S 43 28 adS AAST? A& 25 AT Y
A O & 9 AslE AFFEo] AUt (It all seemed so-- fastidious, intermi-

nable, exaggerated to me. Would we have risked our lives as we’d done and gone

o

l..

through such hardships if we were spies? My pride was a little wounded. I didn’t
appreciate them questioning my honest intentions.)” (p. 177)2tal ¢ lt},
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3, 18] AR T ZHH A BL v} FejF AN W LA
2 QAR o] @A L SR et Wt A3 WAL E2aHA, 1] T4

L 78 ol 91g 4 gtk ol BT Lo} Hetolgle] ZgHo|T B

39 “Brian was the first to show me a free intelligence, with a humorous, sceptical
mind that took nothing as given. It made me open unexamined thoughts of my
own. He made me realize that the wider world cares about the suffering in North
Korea, and is well informed about it, too. His attitude emboldened me to con-
front the stultifying prejudice in South Korea against defectors - something they
would never experience in the United States. Most defectors I knew in the South
hid their identities out of fear of being seen as low-status. I was damned if I was
going to hide mine. Now that my family was safely with me, I had nothing to

hide.” (The Girl with Seven Names, p. 282.)
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Abstract

The ‘Americanization’ devices of the female North Korean defectors’ Texts

Lee Jieun

This paper focuses on North Korean women’s escape narratives published in the Unit-
ed States in the 2010s and points to the “Americanization” of these texts. The “Amer-
icanization” means that the universal discourse that is being agendized as a human
rights issue for North Koreans is produced and consumed in ways that privilege Amer-
ican human rights discourse. The “Americanization” of North Korean women’s texts
can be summarized in three ways. First, the “girlishization” of North Korean women.
The image of the “innocent girl” is contrasted with North Korea’s totalitarianism to
make the horrors more real, but it also portrays the free world of the United States as
an idealized and tolerant place for the girls to go. Second, there is the “ghostwriter”
who reflects the desires of the implied reader. The ghostwriter’s role is to produce a
text that is “readable” to a Western readers. In this case, “readable” means not only
linguistic translation, but also cultural and ideological adaptation that is familiar to
Western readers. Third, it reproduces the neo-Cold War world map. The defector
moves from ‘North Korea— China(— Mongolia) —South Korea—U.S.” according to the
route of the witness, and the representation of each country (re)produces the Cold War
system. If North Korea is a totalitarian state with “excessive power,” China is depicted
as a “state of nature” with no functioning police power. On the other side of the spec-

trum, the United States is represented as the free world, with South Korea as a transit
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point to reach it. Identifying the devices of “Americanization” in female North Korean
defectors’ texts reaffirms that Servalton’s speech is always at risk of being captured by
dominant discourses and deconstructs discursive structures that place responsibility

for the authenticity of defection texts solely on the defector.

Key words: North Korean defectors, memoir, female narrative, ghost writer, Park Yeo-

nmi, Lee Hyeonseo, Kim Eunsun
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