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Abstract

Culture Economy of Love and Exploitation

-Centering on the Young Girls in Bae Soo-ae’s Novels of the 1990s

Lee, Miyoung

The “newness” in Bae Suah’s novels of the 1990s might have been captured within the
orientation that sought to establish the value of 1990s literature in terms of novelty,
possibly explicable only in a way that shares an epistemological basis with the 1980s.
Drawing on this awareness, this text reinterprets the “newness” of Baesuah’s novels
of the 1990s within the context of the transition of Korean society’s order, referencing
Boris Groys’s discussion that redefines the essence of “newness” through a cultur-
al-economic strategy.

What is notably highlighted in Baesuah’s novels of the 1990s is the lives of young
girls who, while being threatened with their existence by the “danger” brought about by

the changes in Korean society, reject being confined to collective orders such as family
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or class. Emerging in the postmodern space of Seoul since 1988, these young girls are
perceived not through changes in institutionalized public spheres but through shifts in
personal realms like marriage and family, being recognized as beings placed within the
“hidden places” where exploitation and deprivation by family occur. This text concret-
izes the positions and problematics of these other-subjects resonating closely with the
changes in Korean social order from the perspective of a “culture-economy of love and
exploitation.” These young girls, rather than relying on class status or group identity,
request a reinvention of love that nurtures them in the desire for their own unique and
independent lives while seeking to determine the position and direction of their lives.
Their choices and actions, urging for the transformation of society into one where
women can exist as individuals, offer a reconsideration of the possibilities and ways of
existence of women-individuals in the era of neoliberalism. The reason for revisiting

Baesuah’s novels of the 1990s lies here.

Key words: Bae Suah, newness, 1990s, postmodernism, women, love, individual, ex-

ploitation, deprivation, capitalism, cultural economy
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