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Abstract

Feeling Climate Crisis Otherwise

- A Study on Alternative Affect among Children and Adolescents -

Yoon, Joewon (Yonsei University)

This article attempts to provide an alternative reading of affect among children and
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adolescents in contemporary climate crisis discourse and literary works. Regarding the
double marginalization of the youth in terms of representation and politics, it focuses
on affect in order to effectively identify children and adolescents as present beings and
to criticize the problem of represenation. As Sara Ahmed emphasized the political sig-
nificance of ‘affect alien’, this paper aims to depart from the affect that has romanti-
cized and objectified the youth. In this process, children and adolescents’ affect and its
political potentiality could be actively considered beyond affectability. In this context,
this study itself is also a result of “feeling otherwise,” emphasized by Xine Yao through
the concept of ‘disaffection.’

This essay therefore begins by raising the question of the representation of chil-
dren’s affect through Lee’s picture book 09:47 (2021). After, I examine the alternative
affective strategies through the poetry anthology Even Though I Knew (2023) in relation
to the case of youth climate activists. In doing so, I reveal how children’s and adoles-
cents’ alternative affects in the age of climate crisis are producing new temporalities
against linear futurism. However, these texts not only reproduce nature/culture and
adult/child binaries but also have the limitation of being fundamentally anthropocen-
tric. The study of children’s and adolescents’ alternative affect should constantly be
aware of these ambivalent implications and be complemented by careful historiciza-

tion.

Key words: Climate Crisis, Children, Adolescent, Youth, Affect, Disaffect, Affect Alien,
Cli-fi, Picturebook, Fridaysforfuture
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