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Abstract

Method of representing women in Jeon Woochi-Jeon and its meaning

Seo, Kyung-hee

(Hanshin University, Peace and Liberal Arts College, Associate Professor)

This study examines the representation of female characters in “Jeon Woochi-Jeon.” It
aims to reveal the reality of women reflected in the work and to trace the perception of
women that “Jeon Woochi-Jeon” conveys. In the narrative, women’s sexuality, lacking
social protection, is portrayed as something that can be exploited to satisfy someone’s
desires. Women in entertainment spaces are depicted as objects displayed to en-
hance the prestige of male gatherings and as targets of sexual exploitation to heighten
amusement. For women of noble families, their chastity is seen not as a social ethical

duty but as a weakness to be exploited by their husbands.
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The perception of such women is primarily revealed through Jeon Woo-chi, an uncon-
ventional figure who made a name for himself with his abilities despite lacking aca-
demic legitimacy or official status. Because he was involved in rebellion and perceived
as someone who needed to be controlled by power, it was impossible for him to form
and sustain a lineage. The fact that Jeon Woo-chi, who could not escape a family-cen-
tered perspective, had no marriage prospects became a backdrop for objectifying
and instrumentalizing all women except his mother. Therefore, he focused more on
jealousy than adultery and took issue with women’s actions. He regarded the need to
correct men’s desire to control sexuality as a problem, rather than the unchecked sex-
uality of women.

Jeon Woochi and his world in “Jeon Woochi-Jeon” thoroughly illuminate female char-
acters from a male perspective. In the process of mocking existing power, women also
became easily utilized as tools and targets of ridicule. Objectified women’s bodies, in-
strumentalized female sexuality, and chastity as a weakness became materials for Jeon
Woochi to showcase his dazzling talents in his adventures. Violent perceptions of fe-
male sexuality serve as the fodder for base laughter during the subversion of authority

and order and the process of exhilarating revenge.
Key words: Jeon Woochi-Jeon, Widow, Courtesan, noble women, Sexuality, Shame, Oth-
ering
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