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Abstract

Neoliberal Ethos and Gendered Materialism in 2000s Novels

Kim, Yaeni(Sungshin Women’s University)

After the 1997 IMF financial crisis, economic instability and survival competition
caused by neoliberal restructuring strengthened the backlash against feminism, and
the neoliberal form of governance emphasized the atomized individual managing
themselves, thereby blocking the possibility of social solidarity. In the 2000s, women’s

literature observed middle-class consciousness and materialism displayed by charac-
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ters conforming to the neoliberal ethos and explored women’s values regarding family,
romance, and marriage. In particular, amidst misogynistic culture and the backlash
against feminism, it dealt with the desires of female characters and their fear of exclu-
sion, exploring otherness and isolation.

In Kim Kyungwook’s Romantic Narratives and Their Enemies, gender equality is
asserted through the banality of language and customs, but the absence of a premise
regarding gender power structures leads to equality being emphasized as an abstract
fairness. On the other hand, Jeong Ihyeon’s Romantic Society and Society critiques the
neoliberal ethos of commodifying women’s sexuality. It shows that women can only
integrate into society by performing “femininity,” and this process, however, is bound
to fail.

Thus, materialism in the 2000s takes the form of a woman, but through literary
practices that resist misogynistic attacks, it is essential to focus on how materialistic
women discover otherness and form solidarity with it. The discovery of otherness and
the search for solidarity in 2000s women’s literature are still in the early stages, but

attention to potential future changes is necessary.

Key words: Materialism, 2000s Women’s Literature, Jeong IThyeon, Otherness, Back-
lash.
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