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Possibilities of Dialogue and Imagination between Korean
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-Focusing on the Joshiryoku in Park Min-jung’s novels

Mizuguchi Natsumi

Seoul National University

This paper examines the narratives of Korean and Japanese women in Park Min-jung’s
novels, focusing on the possibilities for understanding and solidarity that emerge. Japa-
nese women in Park Min-jung’s novels are characters with Joshiryoku(girl power). The
discourse of Joshiryoku in Japan is often explained by relating it to passive femininity.
However it can be understood as a postfeminism phenomenon that asserts female
subjectivity combined with neoliberal meritocracy based on endless competition and
self-improvement, considering conventional feminism as an expired concept. On the
other hand, in Park’s novel, the Korean women who observe Japanese women’s femi-
ninity are those who have experienced a Feminism Reboot, which also occurred within
the field of postfeminism. The Korean and Japanese women in the novel share the
same sensibility of postfeminism, although they are represented differently.

However, due to their different historical and cultural backgrounds, the Korean
and Japanese women in Park’s novel seem to be far apart, and their solidarity is not
easily achieved. Nevertheless, they are similar in that they live in a neoliberal society
and have internalized postfeminist attitudes, so they are unable to completely otherize
each other. Under these circumstances, the interest in each other shown by Cecil in Ce-
cil, Ju-hee or Jiyeon in Lisa series can be read as a first step towards a new dialogue and
imagination. When Park’s novel is read as a narrative of the struggle of Korean and
Japanese women in the face of postfeminism, it suggests that the possibility of their

understanding and communication has not yet been closed.

Key words: Postfeminism, Feminism Reboot, Joshiryoku, Neoliberalism, Korean and

Japanese Women, Park Min-jung
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