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This study focused on politics of public square during the president Yoon Seok-yoel
impeachment and discussed the free speech at the Namtaeryeong protest. The demon-
stration, a united front of farmers and city dwellers, marked a historic win for the
farmers’ movement and a pivotal moment for public square politics in 2024. Through
the analysis of free speech, the study investigated how identity politics forges solidar-
ity with oppressed minorities, including farmers, instead of becoming isolated. One of
the common phrases in free speech was, ‘We desire a society that ensures the human
rights of marginalized women, LGBTQ+ individuals, laborers, agricultural workers, mi-
grants, and persons with disabilities.” The narrowly defined ‘normal’ masculinity with-
in South Korea’s conscription system, when combined with neoliberal socioeconomic
anxieties, readily transforms into hateful violence.” As martial law jeopardizes even the
most basic democratic processes, public square politics more expansive and profound

democracy rooted in human rights.

Key words: Namtaeryeong protest, politics of public square, free speech, identity poli-

tics, human right, democracy
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