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Abstract

Colonial Childhood and the Intersectionality of Parallax and Temporality

-Women'’s Literature of the Liberation Generation in 1960s Korea

Choi, Dajeong

While the Korean literary field’s substantial production of novels featuring ‘Japan’
around the conclusion of the Korea-Japan Agreement has been recognized as a notable
trend, scholarship has predominantly focused on the literary practices of male writers.
Yet recalling that women who had been educated as imperial ‘girls’ or ‘maidens’ under
Japanese rule came to imagine new possibilities for life by momentarily departing from
patriarchal communities after Liberation, the colonial memories represented in wom-
en’s writing must be read through the intersectionality. Therefore, this paper categoriz-
es female writers who spent their childhood in the colonial period, debuted after Liber-

ation, and were active in the 1960s as the ‘Liberation Generation’, examining how they
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evoke their colonial experiences. Liberation Generation women’s literature commonly
recalls the colonial childhood through the temporal gap of the 1960s, yet narrates
these memories through divergent perspectival gaps. Sohn Jang-soon’s “Mr. Takeda”
and Park Soon-nyeo’s “I Love You” present the school as a space for disciplining co-
lonial femininity while simultaneously revealing the (non)identity of memory through
ambivalent intimacy with a Japanese teacher. Kang Shin-jae’s “Viscous” and Jeon Byeo-
ng-soon’s “Human Fate” depict the shame imposed on non-normative sexuality and
foreground the (un)certainty of its origins, exposing how gendered oppression persists
and is reproduced under the same logic across the colonial, liberation, and Cold War
periods in Korea. Thus, the literature of the Liberation Generation women reveals the
process of women (and their sexuality) being continuously (re)positioned, demanding
that Korean society contemplate the decolonial questions it faces from the context of

complex responsibility.

Key words: Korean Women’s Literature, Colonial Memory, Memory Narrative, Libera-
tion Generation, 1960s, Korea-Japan Agreement, Kang Shin-jae, Park Soon-nyeo, Sohn

Jang-soon, Jeon Byeong-soon, Gender Politics, Intersectionality
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