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Abstract

A Gendered Reading of Ecologism

: On the Feminist Nature of The Green Review’s Ecologism

Ahn Jiyoung(Kyonggi University)

This paper critically analyzes the ecological thought presented in Green Review, a maga-
zine that has played a leading role in shaping ecological discourse in South Korea, from
the perspective of gender theory. Since its early years, Green Review expressed interest
in ecofeminism by publishing works by figures such as Maria Mies and Vandana Shiva,
both advocates of self-sufficiency. However, from the mid-2000s onward, the journal
exhibited a noticeable decline in contributions by female writers, signaling a waning
engagement with feminist perspectives. Although it shared many critical concerns with
ecofeminists, this can be seen as the result of the influence of male ecologists who
drew hierarchical boundaries between feminism and ecologism. This article critical-
ly examines the limitations of the arguments put forward by male ecologists such as
Wendell Berry, Choe Si-hyeong, and Ivan Illich, and explores why, despite their shared
emphasis with ecofeminism on self-sufficiency, they failed to move beyond such di-
chotomies.

On the other hand, from the mid-2010s onward, noteworthy changes reemerge
in Green Review. Through an analysis of roundtable discussions by ecofeminists pub-
lished in Green Review and of translated serial works featured in the magazine, this arti-
cle demonstrates that during this period there were renewed attempts to seek points of

convergence between feminism and ecologism.

Key words: Green Review(Noksaek Pyeongron), Kim Jong-cheol, Ecological Thought, Femi-

nism, Ecofeminism, Gender Discourse, Ecological Liberation, Women’s Liberation
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