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Abstract

The Emotional Approval Plot and Gendered Devices in Activist Narratives
: A Comparative Study of Bang Hyun-seok’s {Ten Years)> (1995) and Kwon Yeo-sun’s
{The Green Gap) (1996)

Song Sangduck

Soongsil University

This paper investigates how male-centered organizational legitimacy is constructed
through the regulation of emotion, particularly through gendered structures that de-
termine which affects are formalized and validated as emotions. Building on the dis-
tinction between affect as a pre-representational capacity for relation and emotion as
its socially sanctioned modulation, the study introduces the concept of the emotional
approval plot: a socio-narrative mechanism that transforms certain affects into recog-
nizable emotions while marginalizing others.

Focusing on 1990s activist narratives, particularly Bang Hyun-seok’s {Ten Years)
(1995) and Kwon Yeo-sun’s {The Green Gap) (1996), the paper analyzes how affective

rhythms, temporal compression, and performative procedures function as narrative
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devices that regulate and validate emotional expressions. In {Ten Years), the repetition
of rituals around ‘devotion’ reveals how specific affects—such as grief or sacrifice—
are selectively formalized, while women’s care work and background affective labor
remain unrecognized within the narrative’s emotional economy. {The Green Gap), by
contrast, experiments with disrupting this approval mechanism—portraying care, main-
tenance, and lesbian desire as affective expressions that resist and reframe the domi-
nant emotional approval plot.

Rather than focusing on the emotional content, this study examines the structural
operations of affective devices—rhythms, spatial infrastructures, speech permissions,
and discursive thresholds—that shape how affect becomes legible as emotion. The
emotional approval plot is thus theorized not only as a repetitive mechanism that vali-
dates specific emotions but also as a structure that can be rearranged or disrupted. The
paper ultimately proposes a shift from identity politics to what may be called “device
politics”—a framework for analyzing how narrative form organizes the transition from

affect to emotion.

Key words: Bang Hyun-seok, Kwon Yeo-sun, Activist Narrative, Post-movement Liter-
ature, Emotional Approval Plot, Plot of Devotion, Gendered Threshold of Access, Per-

formative Device, Performative Reproduction of Emotion, Queer Desire
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