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Deokjil as Artistic Practice

: ‘Shota Aesthetics’ and Emergent Narrative Performance in Lee Hee-ju’s Fiction

Kwon, Dayoung

Korea University

This study defines deokjil (fandom practice) not as mere reception but as an artistic
practice that actively produces aesthetic value. The process by which individual sub-
jects within K-pop idol fandoms compete to secure aesthetic legitimacy is redefined as
an emergent narrative performance through which Aesthetic Sovereignty is established.
In this process, fans employ sadomasochistic affects and autochorissexual voyeurism
as aesthetic devices, constructing an autonomous aesthetic norm grounded in the ex-
tremization of gender hierarchies.

Taking Lee Hee-ju’s fiction as its primary object of analysis, this study provides
a symptomatic reading of her work. Grounded in a cultural studies framework that
reconceptualizes fandom as an aesthetic community, this study adopts a multidisci-

plinary approach centered on narrative analysis, supplemented by queer theory and

201


https://ma-te-ri-al.online/archive/940/ 
https://ma-te-ri-al.online/archive/217/
https://ma-te-ri-al.online/archive/217/
https://ma-te-ri-al.online/archive/1779/

sexuality discourse. Through this, it argues that deokjil constitutes a site of emergent
narrative performance organized around the struggle for aesthetic sovereignty, and
demonstrates that the ‘shota aesthetics’ enacted by the subjects of Lee Hee-ju’s fiction
represents a narcissistic practice of Self-Authorization through which subjects retroac-

tively confirm their own beauty.

Key words: K-pop fandom, Lee Hee-ju, deokjil (fandom practice), Korean literature,
sexuality, RPS (Real Person Slash), fan fiction, narcissism, shotaro complex, incest,
asexuality, aesthetic attraction, interpretive community, aesthetic community, emer-
gent narrative, aesthetic sovereignty, Self-Authorization, self-moe-ification, boyish-

ness, shota masculinity
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