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Abstract

The Drama of Self-Definition in Noh Cheon-myeong’s Late Literary Works

:Focusing on the Prison Experience and the Modes of Response to Power

Jang Seo-Lan(Chonnam National University)

This paper analyzes, through Foucault’s theories of power and the subject and Goft-
man’s work, how the experientiality shaped by prison life operates in the formation of
the poet’s self, focusing on Noh Cheon-myeong’s prison poems and her post-release
writings.

For Noh Cheon-myeong, who was imprisoned on charges of pro-communist col-
laboration by the South Korean government—which had adopted anti-communism as
its national policy—prison functioned as a space that produced a “subject” embodying
the desires of the symbolic order. The series of mechanisms revealed in her prison po-
ems—isolation, the defilement of the self, and the deprivation of a name—form a nar-
rative flow that threatens the existing self and leads to the acceptance of a self defined
by imprisonment.

In her works written after her release, a “subjectified” self—reinforced by an-
ti-communist and patriotic ideologies—emerges; however, the desire to discard one’s
“name” and the persistent imagery of oppression reveal fissures in this “subjectifica-
tion.” This coexistence of the “subjectified” self and points of fracture invites us to
read Noh Cheon-myeong’s texts as dramas of self-definition, demonstrating that the
space of prison is a site of power that simultaneously enacts oppression and produc-

tion.

Key words: Noh Cheon-myeong, prison, total institution, prison literature, power, sub-
jectification, experientiality, Michel Foucault, Erving Goffman, drama of self-defini-

tion.)
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