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Late 1980s: An Analysis of The Women’s News

Jinha Lim(Seoul National University)

This study examines the formation of “women’s media” following the liberalization of
the press and publishing in South Korea, focusing on the discourse on sexuality in The
Women’s News. Although The Women’s News has been recognized as a major feminist
medium, it has also been criticized for lacking a clearly defined editorial orientation.
This study instead redefines the newspaper as a site where discourses from the wom-
en’s movement, civil society, and academia intersected and were mediated. It further
examines how its discourse was constructed and negotiated in response to contempo-
rary social issues, thereby considering the significance of the project of “women’s me-
dia” within the public sphere of the late 1980s.

In the late 1980s, The Women’s News framed sexual violence and human traf-
ficking as issues of public security, thereby bringing the norms that determined which
forms of sexuality were deemed worthy of protection under critical scrutiny. At the
same time, this process contributed to the normalization of “healthy” sexual ethics by
defining the pleasure-seeking culture blamed for various sexual problems as some-
thing to be eradicated. This study particularly highlights how publications targeted for
eradication were themselves circulating as sources of sexual knowledge, making the
production and circulation of new discourses on sexuality an important task. By exam-
ining The Women’s News as a site that brought this task into sharper focus and medi-
ated new discourses on sexuality in the form of knowledge, this study demonstrates its
role in the public sphere and assesses both the range and limitations of the discourses

it was able to bring together in the late 1980s.

Key words: Women’s News, women’s media, discourses on sexuality, sexual knowl-

edge, sex education

=2% % /2026.07.15.
AlAt2tE / 2026.08.03.
ATHES / 2026.08.06.

1980l & ‘ol A-E72] FA 2k A R4 o] wiiH

199



