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Abstract

Popularizing the Women’s Liberation Media: Reader Discourse and Special Features in
the Early Years of The Women’s News (1988-1989)

Yoon, Joewon (Yonsei University)

As contemporary Korea’s pioneering women’s liberation media ever since 1988, The
Women’s News is not a mere material foundation but a diverse archive of the episte-
mological imagination of the female public. In this light, this study analyzes its early
issues—0 to 55—with particular attention to its reader discourse and reader-oriented

features. To begin with, this paper traces how The Women’s News emerged within both
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the media democratization movement and women’s movements in order to seek a
broader audience. The study then investigates the aspects of The Women’s News that
aimed to institutionalize mutual communication with the female public. However, after
a major reorganization in issue 38, the newspaper shifted its strategy to target house-
wives while resisting commercialization. In doing so, The Women’s News encountered
ambivalent criticisms: its content was middle class-oriented, but it still misunderstood
housewives. Ultimately, the limitation of the popularization strategy of The Women’s
News lay in its alienation from the actual female public. Nevertheless, it was through

such strategies that the differences amongst the female public were made visible.

Key words: The Women’s News, Women’s liberation media, Women’s movement, Femi-

nism, Popularization, Female public, Readership, Housewife
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