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Vi) 53t 37 1950 ] FHhS Fr|ste f3 ol 7 HQlaL, Al nhRofutrt
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‘FEfo| Hjo] & F (LMW, M/ &) ol F-&FThL Hil, 17 FEA u]E ARH 3
tol 7k 2y dwe] Aeuleg A AW GEAN FHolT 2HA oJul2 B
&&= A= A At Mark McLelland, Queer Japan from the Pacific War to the Internet
Age, Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield Publishers, 2005, pp.1-2. 23Lo] A= o] o
AT 9] S & wat ‘Fol & EXT A AR S 7H 7= P ol ozl o)/l +
T LA G oW e BYiL 1 AAE 22 E 8941 B B

NEe g Arg3it)

ot
fo my 4

d

a2
ox
Mo
i
(Rl
4
JoN
o)

444
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ATh® W REA] ER(EMIET)= I Tl W3 214 vpEoputE njtjojrt ‘AAE &
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David Gerstner, “The Production and Display of the Closet: Making Minnelli’s
Tea and Sympathy”, Film Quarterly, Vol. 50, No. 3, 1997, p.14.
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16 B2do]o|A 72032 23 7|23t sttt Ronald Bergan, [Robert Anderson:
American playwright made famous by the sad and poignant Tea and Sympathy],
[The Guardian] 2009. 2. 19. https://www.theguardian. com/stage/2009/feb/19/
obituary-robert-anderson (Z|ZHMY: 2026. 7. 13); [7 3 AXA )V &Y AZ—KR—A ],
EFIRR] 538 135, 1957.3.30, 51%.

17 Ronald Bergan, op.cit.

18 Christopher Capozzola, “Fifty Years of Tea and Sympathy,” The Gay & Lesbian Re-
view Worldwide, Vol. 14, No. 1, 2007, p.34.
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A=) HAL M 5 FHE AAS MGMAA FojZhth* MGML 19554
o2} Gofl 24 AU 8 S, o7oll= L&A RESE o3

F3tst 2ol 7 T2 BAl= AL =] AT Aok 54

22 David Johnson, The Lavender Scare: the Cold War Persecution of Gays and Lesbians in the
Federal Government, Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2006, p.1.

23 David Gerstner, op.cit., p.14.

24 1Ibid., p.14. George Custen, “Strange Brew: Hollywood and the Fabrication of
Homosexuality in Tea and Sympathy,” ed., Martin Duberman, Queer Representa-
tions: Reading Lives, Reading Cultures, New York: New York University Press, 1997,
p.122.

25 Jerold Simmons, “The Production Code Under New Management: Geoffrey
Shurlock, “The Bad Seed”, and “Tea and Sympathy”,” Journal of Popular Film and
Television, Vol. 22, No. 1, 1994, p.3.
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pher Capozzola, op.cit.
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30 David Gerstner, op.cit., p.13.

31 Ibid., pp.18-19; George Custen, op.cit., p.125.
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Abstract

From Social Stigma to a Glamorous Commodity

: The “Sister Boy” in Tea and Sympathy and Queer Culture in 1950s Japan

Kim, Seong Un(Duksung Women’s University)

This article traces the changing meanings of “sister boy” as the term traveled from the
United States to Japan in the 1950s. It examines the production and censorship of Tea
and Sympathy (1956), MGM Japan’s publicity campaign, biographical accounts of Akihi-
ro Maruyama, and contemporary magazine coverage. In the United States, “sister boy”
functioned as a derogatory label for a boy who deviated from the norms of heterosex-
ual masculinity. It also served as a language of the closet, indirectly invoking homo-
sexuality under a regime that prohibited its explicit representation. In Japan, however,
the term was detached from this original context and recast through the combination

of film publicity and Maruyama’s androgynous stage persona. It came to signify an
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attractive and fashionable queer figure, while Maruyama’s success contributed to the
expansion of gay bars and the growing visibility of “gay boys.” This transformation was
made possible by Japan’s existing cultural traditions of gender nonconformity and by
the commercial culture of the postwar period. Yet such visibility remained conditional:
queer bodies and gender expressions were accepted primarily when packaged as en-
tertainment. The journey of the “sister boy” thus reveals how queer culture in postwar
Japan emerged through the simultaneous processes of visibility, marginalization, liber-

ation, and commodification.

Key words: sister boy, Tea and Sympathy, masculinity, Maruyama Akihiro, gay boy
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