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Abstract

Women'’s Strategies for Writing Historical Fiction

: Failure and Sideways Inheritance within Park Wan-suh’s Mimang

Pak, Joon-hoon(Dong-A Univ.)

This study rereads Park Wan-suh’s Mimang as a case of women’s strategies for writing
historical fiction. As Joan Scott argued, rendering women visible as an “equal” part of
history leaves male universality beyond critique, while positing women as a category of
“difference” reduces women’s history to an appendix. If historiography must present
this paradox, women’s writing of historical fiction can turn it into a strategic resource.

The failures examined here are measured against the designs the characters set
for themselves. Drawing on Jack Halberstam, this study reads such frustration not as
lack but as a question of what remains and what continues. Jeon Cheo-man’s mae-
um-giun, Hong’s art of running a household, and Jae-deuk’s knowledge of the soil are
not transmitted according to intention; they revive contingently, skipping a generation,
where transmission failed. This “sideways inheritance” cuts across gender and class,
the dead and the living, forgetting and memory.

Park’s own novel-writing, summoning into fiction a hometown unreachable by di-
vision, is itself a practice of such inheritance. The study positions Mimang as a starting

point for the study of women’s historical fiction.

Key words: Park Wan-suh, Mimang, women'’s historical fiction, failure, sideways inher-

itance, shadow feminism
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