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Influences of Father’s Child-Rearing Attitudes
and Domestic Violence on Dating Relationship
and Violence among College Students

Kyung-Hyun Suh Soo—Dong Choi Ik-Hyun Kim
Sahmyook University

The purpose of this study was to investigate the influence of father’'s child-rearing attitudes
and domestic violence toward mother on the quality of dating relationship and inflicting dating
violence of the male offspring or receiving dating violence of the female offspring. The
participants were 490 college students (211 males and 279 females) who had the experience of
heterosexual dating relationships, whose ages ranged from 16 to 42 (M=21.4% SD=3.42). The
psychological tests used in this research included the following: Parental Child-Rearing
Questionnaire, Lee and Han's Relationship Measures, Straus’ Conflict Tactics Scale, and Foo
and Margolin's Justification of Violence Scale. Results revealed that fathers’ child-rearing
attitudes were closely related to their offspring’s mutual comprehension and satisfaction in
dating relationships. Fathers’ child-rearing attitudes accounted for around 15% variance of
their sons’ mutual comprehension and satisfaction in dating relationships. Especially, qualities
of dating relationship of male offsprings whose fathers tried to control them were relatively
low. The acceptance and the autonomy showed by fathers were negatively related to
receiving dating violence of their female offsprings as well as inflicting dating violence of
their male offsprings. The acceptance showed by fathers accounted for the most variance of
inflicting dating violence of their male offsprings. Fathers’ domestic violence toward their
mothers was significant predictor of both inflicting dating violence of the male offspring and
receiving dating violence of the female offspring. These findings reiterate the relationship
between experience of domestic violence and dating violence, and suggest a role of father's
child-rearing attitudes for the quality of dating relationship and dating violence.

Keywords © dating violence, domestic violence, father’s child-rearing dattitudes, quality of
dating relationship
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