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Analysis of Research Trends in Journal of Distribution Science
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This study investigated research trends of JDS that KODISA
published and gave implications to elevate quality of scholarly
journals. In other words, the study classified scientific system of
distribution area to investigate research trends and to compare it with
other scholarly journals of distribution and to give implications for
higher level of JDS.

KODISA published JDS Vol.l No.l for the first time in 1999
followed by Vol.8 No.3 in September 2010 to show 109 theses in
total. KODISA investigated subjects, research institutions, number of
participants, methodology, frequency of theses in both the Korean
language and English, frequency of participation of not only the
Koreans but also foreigners and use of references, etc. And, the study
investigated JDR of KODIA, JKDM(The Journal of Korean
Distribution & Management) and JDA that researched distribution, so
that it found out development ways.

To investigate research trends of JDS that KODISA publishes,
main category was made based on the national science and
technology standard classification system of MEST (Ministry Of
Education, Science And Technology), table of classification of
research areas of NRF(National Research Foundation of Korea),
research classification system of both KOREADIMA and KLRA(Korea
Logistics Research Association) and distribution science and others
that KODISA is looking for, and distribution economy area was
divided into general distribution, distribution economy, distribution,
distribution information and others, and distribution management was
divided into distribution management, marketing, MD and purchasing,
consumer behavior and others.

The findings were as follow:

Firstly, main category occupied 47 theses (43.1%) of distribution
economy and 62 theses (56.9%) of distribution management among
109 theses in total. Active research area of distribution economy
consisted of 14 theses (12.8%) of distribution information and 9
theses (8.3%) of distribution economy to research distribution as well
as distribution information positively every year. The distribution

* First Author. Assistant Professor, Dept. of International Trade and
Logistics, Seoul Cyber University, young688@iscu.ac.kr
** Associate Professor, Dept. of Business Adminstration, Seoul Digital
University, Korea.
*** Corresponding author, Dept. of Medical IT & Marketing, Eulji
University, Korea. Tel: +82 10 2263 7292. retail@eulji.ackr

management consisted of 25 theses (22.9%) of distribution
management and 20 theses (18.3%) of marketing, These days,
distribution distribution,

distribution information and others is increasing.

research  on management, marketing,

Secondly, researchers published theses as follow: 55 theses (50.5%)
by professor by himself or herself, 12 theses (11.0%) of joint
research by professors and businesses, Professors/students published 9
theses (8.3%) followed by 5 theses (4.6%) of researchers, 5 theses
(4.6%) of businesses, 4 theses (3.7%) of professors, researchers and
businesses and 2 theses (1.8%) of students. Professors published
theses less, while businesses, research institutions and graduate school
students did more continuously. The number of researchers occupied
single researcher (43 theses, 39.5%), two researchers (42 theses,
38.5%) and three researchers or more (24 theses, 22.0%).

Thirdly, professors published theses the most at most of areas.
Researchers of main category of distribution economy consisted of
professors (25 theses, 53.2%), professors and businesses (7 theses,
14.9%), professors and businesses (7 theses, 14.9%), professors and
researchers (6 theses, 12.8%) and professors and students (3 theses,
6.3%). And, researchers of main category of distribution management
consisted of professors (30 theses, 48.4%), professors and businesses
(10 theses, 16.1%), and professors and researchers as well as
professors and students (6 theses, 9.7%). Researchers of distribution
management consisted of professors, professors and businesses,
professors and researchers, researchers and businesses, etc to have
various types. Professors mainly researched marketing, MD and
purchasing, and consumer behavior, etc to demand active participation
of businesses and researchers.

Fourthly, research methodology was: Literature research occupied
45 theses (41.3%) the most followed by empirical research based on
40.4%).
distribution economy, distribution and distribution management, etc

questionnaire  survey (44 theses, General  distribution,
mostly adopted literature research, while marketing did empirical
research based on questionnaire survey the most.

Fifthly, theses in the Korean language occupied 92.7% (101
theses), while those in English did 7.3% (8 theses). No more than
one thesis in English was published until 2006, and 7 theses (11.9%)
were published after 2007 to increase. The theses in English were
published more to be affirmative. Foreigner researcher published one
thesis (0.9%) and both Korean researchers and foreigner researchers
jointly published two theses (1.8%) to have very much low
participation of foreigner researchers.

Sixthly, one thesis of JDS had 27.5 references in average that
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consisted of 11.1 local references and 16.4 foreign references. And,
cited times was 0.4 thesis in average to be low. The distribution
economy cited 24.2 references in average (9.4 local references and
14.8 foreign references and JDS had 0.6 cited reference. The
distribution management had 30.0 references in average (12.1 local
references and 17.9 foreign references) and had 0.3 reference of JDS
itself.

Seventhly, similar type of scholarly journal had theses in the
Korean language and English: JDR( Journal of Distribution Research)
of KODIA(Korea Distribution Association) published 92 theses in the
Korean language (96.8%) and 3 theses in English (3.2%), that is to
say, 95 theses in total. JKDM of KOREADIMA published 132 theses
in total that consisted of 93 theses in the Korean language (70.5%)
and 39 theses in English (29.5%). Since 2008, JKDM has published
scholarly journal in English one time every year. JDS published 52
theses in the Korean language (88.1%) and 7 theses in English
(11.9%), that is to say, 59 theses in total.

Sixthly,
methodology were: JDR's research methodology had 65 empirical

similar type of scholarly journals and research

researches based on questionnaire survey (68.4%), followed by 17
literature researches (17.9%) and 11 quantitative analyses (11.6%).
JKDM made use of various kinds of research methodologies to have
60 questionnaire surveys (45.5%), followed by 40 literature researches
(30.3%), 21 quantitative analyses (15.9%), 6 system analyses (4.5%)
and 5 case studies (3.8%). And, JDS made use of 30 questionnaire
surveys (50.8%), followed by 15 literature researches (25.4%), 7 case
studies (11.9%) and 6 quantitative analyses (10.2%).

Ninthly, similar types of scholarly journals and Korean researchers
and foreigner researchers were: JDR published 93 theses (97.8%) by
Korean researchers except for 1 thesis by foreigner researcher and 1
thesis by joint research of the Korean researchers and foreigner
researchers. And, JKDM had no foreigner research and 13 theses
(9.8%) by joint research of the Korean researchers and foreigner
researchers to have more foreigner researchers as well as researchers
in foreign countries than similar types of scholarly journals had. And,
JDS published 56 theses (94.9%) of the Korean researchers, one
thesis (1.7%) of foreigner researcher only, and 2 theses (3.4%) of
joint research of both the Koreans and foreigners.

Tenthly, similar type of scholarly journals and reference had
citation: JDR had 42.5 literatures in average that consisted of 10.9
local literatures (25.7%) and 31.6 foreign literatures (74.3%), and
cited times accounted for 1.1 thesis to decrease. JKDM cited 10.5
Korean literatures (36.3%) and 18.4 foreign literatures (63.7%), and
number of self-cited literature was no more than 1.1. Number of
cited times accounted for 2.9 literatures in 2008 and then decreased
continuously since then. JDS cited 26,8 references in average that
consisted of 10.9 local references (40.7%) and 15.9 foreign references
(59.3%), and number of self-cited accounted for 0.2 reference until
2009, and it increased to be 2.1 references in 2010.

The author gives implications based on JDS research trends and
investigation on similar type of scholarly journals as follow:

Firstly, JDS shall actively invite foreign contributors to prepare for
SSCL

Secondly, ratio of theses in English shall increase greatly.

Thirdly, various kinds of research methodology shall be accepted
to elevate quality of scholarly journals.

Fourthly, to increase cited times, Google and other web retrievals
shall be reinforced to supply scholarly journals to foreign countries
more.

Local scholarly journals can be worldwide scholarly journal enough
to be acknowledged even in foreign countries by improving the
implications above.

Key words KODISA, a scholarly journal, JDS(Journal of
Distribution Science), JDR(Journal of Distribution
Research), JKDM(Journal of Korean Distribution
& Management)
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