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Abstract

A Study on the Folk Belief of Exorcising White Tigers in China

“Exorcising white tigers” is a widely held popular belief in China. The belief in white
tigers originated in the worshiping of Four Benevolent Animals in ancient China and
was also an integral part of ethnic faith in tigers. Since the Qin and Han dynasties, the
popular impression of white tigers shifted from their cruelty to auspiciousness and
from luckiness to harmfulness as well. This was later facilitated by Daoist magic and
folk sorcery into the creation of the ritual of “exorcising white tigers.” This article’s
thesis, therefore, explores the origins and development of white tiger beliefs, and
discusses the religious connotations and folklore significance embodied in the rituals
based on the reading of a collection of ritual manuscripts. This thesis highlights the
spirit and significance brought out by ancient Chinese in their unyielding efforts to
change destiny and conquer adversity. This forged the “exorcising white tigers” ritual
and related mystic techniques.

Keywords: white tigers; exorcising white tigers; white tiger belief; popular beliefs;
exorcising magics

Mg e g ] 2P BRFAREE G RBEN. 8REWRAREEREE
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Mgk, ™ 29k X TEaR], 77¥ERKERHFZ—F,
BRAMBA, ANEERERD BRI, 88 L% B4 k%R
M E B, FERMAGRABRZAAY, FARAE, #E, BB
T TdEaE | W, wE4LE, [#8F) XIBAKRBRELENRE
i1, AR, FEL, BRFFRETE [RAE, BRAKXE |, HIEL
l@eaR| , BpshtEim(Rim) [ &%] (Lyand He 1998, 67) ; #Admk ¥
FH, BERAXAIE, BB, BHRELTRBENE [Fow | 3
5] T#Eag] [FHRKEE] (Chen 2011, 126), #HAEHZTE [& KM,
AR Ta ks O RAEMAK, THEAFAARLE BT [HEaR )
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BEFZ |, THEFBR, EALEKE., | (Lu2013) #RAELHEE, [RF] BARA
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MARBFAEZE, QLHEE - BHLE) FEEHR TAGEN, A, #
851 (Guo nd., 17) #9&Ab i, #3A [RZAMHEL, RFER] (Linda,
7656), HEARH A LAAM, HmaRFHRKF R, FERFXARGLA,
EEZTA TABHE G R XA | (Deng 1983, 102), 48 — & 7% % Fadb 44
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ZAP, ZABBRIGENH KBRS THEHET T,

ORERMNEHAT R, EARFLRBGENHESR, RMERIESE,
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K, TRRLEER, R, | (Yingnd., 118) @ K 69 5RF ) ik B8
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(Figure 1. Malevolent Entity (Figure 2. “White Tiger Spirit- (Figure 3. White Tiger Lord, a
Excorcising Spirit-Tiger Lord”, a block-prinited Tiger-Riding Deity, a block-
Image) “Armored Horse") prinited “Armored Horse”)
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MAEEFBEZYEEHREZ, ATE, ALBERGERRL—K, mAh
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Liu 2004, 148), (A REE) £ 6 () P [#PTEEmE, B Al
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(BBER | ZFNTHMmAE, TR, BRI TR FAABE,
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8. WP RaABEELE, KA, | (Daoshi 1960, 634) B A [E & | (5
JE) AL AR BTG, o RAM IR L, G R ALK AR R ITE A RE &
{a A Z 5 X480k A48 B Z X4, HES ARXNAVR B KB AZAE

-, ¥REE®RZ, #HAMGESERBRE, BalEAHN%, (K
HF A RE) wEBEXN TBESREE, 7R FE ] (Fan ndb, 522),
CEgEE) 51 ARTFER) ® [ABEIR, aEAE, ARFJEEEX),
A TRBEwZ, FF=8FA] (Chang, 7). HHE (4R - Bik) TRk
(ke A [#HExd L2k, HEEEi, BRRE, BRIHEE)
(Du 1988, 868) 49 &, FAEFX L, URHAREHELSZ ETACH
B, % EAF LRG0, BTARRMGAREEXEHN, BRIwW, ©F
BALRET, BB, $HR. EBREREAE, 224 T5MAHRK, LiE
B, BE F (Fhon g ) sl Ergxe:; Hmsts, T8k,
MPERBE, BRBREE, #BRE, BEIMINHBARN, BHEIFTHR
RE, —ZFHBEARE. | (lan1993,44-45) 7 @3 THENMN., 4 —% [ R
grimft | (Fang 1877), BREAERIAREM [RBERZE | (Chen 1877), WA RKFA
W EVEHEATLH 250E, EFH 80EAHRIAE, TRAAFZIHDIRE
%25 A (Lan 1993, 44-45). BJE. R EFREE VR ZIE G W) A GRS
ZEA, FERAKPERBROLE, AEBEIFET, 9RCTRFRAR
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B, REVIR, BEHTRLEMEMY, BBEFERAS N, FER. HE
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2, BEAL, | (Wangnda, 69) (i E) 5l (AnfEe) @ TaEk,
BoE XA, FERETR, EXWH, RZEIRRZE. | (Yun, 215) B,
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KEZAXML, R BHTaF, 24, WEkEERI AL, B4, & IHAK,
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M) F— (R3F) © TABRBRER, THEEE, —HX¥, AHE
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BE, 4, BB ORFTHARILE, FRAME TFESE | (Wu 1993,
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HIERM, HEAR, HFORLER, ORERASH, EAXNK, TR
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(Daofa Huiyuan 1988, 604) (&FEFAFARK) #:F [lLak, 2R, Z
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%4A164%. | (Daofa Huiyuan 1988 | 291) @ #H BE 44 TRE] . [RE]
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A, PlEBRAELELAR, o [BEEAEEN, BB ARER, &
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(G R, PPAEATIATRL, kv, REZALLAEHHZME, | (Wan, 169)
L& [ R¥FRAGFFROK ] Wan, 153), EEZREAHE, [aRK]
ZHERRET BE, A, B, BHIFAZARGREL, BABZATGRE,
ﬁm#k@a%&%%,%&%ﬁaﬁﬁﬁfﬁ E2ma 8, AORiE
-:Ent‘j%j%a: rqa%fﬁ/auir‘, W*/au 5, }Qi"‘):k/au%, EHARLIF, | (Wan,
153) &A%, . RFAEA, AA. B, B=ZAEPR [F | AlAFILER,
Athmie, HHaR, 28 (27| [E9] AXRABE, FAE/AMK
Z,

Ao A@gRsk, PEHRGERBBLAEECERAGRES, HEARFIE
A, RBEBRELHRE, OELEFANIR, #HEEL LR THRE] 2
BHXEA: FHRAMOGES, B4 (AEKHE , FHEMOEL, B4
(& Bt 5] ; 9EAERF], #4 (GREMo] ; GELshE, TR, XFE
R, REREFEH, FTHRAHROEK, ANEZ,

BHEERAETH TGRE ] XWESUABTEAITE 2k, &%%ﬁ%
FBBHHAENBZ, b (Z4iBg) 3 (Hag) = [LERTA,
iﬁ@%%_uwmﬁa&@%éﬁﬁﬁﬂzﬁ@m&,&%ﬁﬁ&k%ﬁ
Tk, BEGREZE, BRELZEANLGE, BT EFEM, Bk
Z, BREEHEPEHEMRRE BN, B BB BB L, 4o
(B M) P Tdg#rl hE ks, & T#) 3, BRA/REL, TE
J)EJ%)&L 1 (Duan, 260)

BHFERYE LGk g, ERRATHELSHEA LR, AT
MRS RREBEBEHZ M, EXFEIRBE, BLEAAYWT, &
7]Df§1 <<:b? }\?ﬁw ’féik.>> = F;Eﬁié:ﬁ'& \127 l‘Z/JIb, /ﬁ-@ﬁ‘é’)ﬁ’b’fﬁ \QT%_,
HAGFEL AMAEZ, | Dy, 839) X (ZEMILE) © [FRBEHHT IR
IHBBNE, FEHFLBEEEBRHZ), X [HRGENE, FHIER
W2, | (Du,852) (X-FEZ%) F#k: [ORH, ARK—I, £ET=
H, #XE, | (Zhu, 240) A LERHARR [MH] 2k, EABRTEGE
E G R FHAAME, A, ME e KAk, Bk ROAHE
BHBLERRERENR, MR BRER (R E] XAHER [HE] T4,
BAEAGRAMETE TR BRAX—#, (EHER) Pl TRZE]
FHEREAE, %Fkiﬂ%%ﬁ@%%ﬁj,<ﬁ%@i>ﬁrﬁféﬁ%%
B TAFEBELRRE F, (EReL) 5538 CRRAREUE LK)



(Zhang 2004, 316), 12 pfBeE y# Rt E B GE, mLAFTAMGLL, A
220 (AP F iR IFEAR) o A 221 GV B gmE) PHTREZEHZ K
KRB, B, A, RBAYE, RGKE. HOE, $9KE. AGEwE, B
R, BAE, ATHFTAENE, AFZELGENELEL, HEATDKAE
BB P EE EBA 27 (RO RM) s [HiEaE] EPIEL,
et kB RAL, TRAH [EE] & (298 ARG —FEE,

ROE B RS A B PR R ORARR)) P RART bR F R IR
BEBMRAY (R EALRE) , WA [H# gk | BMEAE, EMRY
HELRAE—, BF R [GR) AMAPE, 2L28% %, HEHnm [
BAHE] KA, AR, [H#EaE) FHERAY (ZRERE Xem
F, REVE 2 [HEBEX) YHPE, ANEERETAAARE %Y
(k2 e BAPAL) (Fig 4) . RATAEHELTMNBENG GEFZ LK) (Fig 5) .
RAEAITEE Z— B0 RHEREREGR) (Fig 6) . ABAWI L%
8 (RREFAZZ) (Fig 7). (KEFi#EgRmA) (Fig 9) AMMHESEA
i Bdh oty (AR R EZaRAEE) (Fig 8) Fo/ [EEGR ] MK
AR, KRNEE, LPmEmAR (ErgfEEagag) A8, L—
o (ERETLEERGER) REAR—Z, AEZRANE (BLREEY
BR¥APA) M, TRAFRAL [FEaR | AHEASERE, TRMRDA
BEHWE, mEEEMBURA KK RHROFE,

BREBEBEPHERES [GF ks (EREE) Mék (EF 9K
%) PR KEME, B (EE9RAE) Mk, TR QIR ERE,
HEPH, PXER, ZEQORWEERD, BHRAVKALEE S, Pz
GRETRERSE, o 1R ABMRBRGEMNME| A LA, OENE] B
FHRROEAE ] [BUBAGEAYE | 28, LREE, KAWER, £
RENE, ME, RFEBAENGT GG, HHEA [QEWE], BT
e, 7NFEE, BRERE|, BXERATILEHR, FHF, FHHALF
RABIAPEE T2 8E ] XFEFREDE, IpRIE, #4545, KT
. BHEARAKEE, G _TABWE, ZRWW, AEREK KIA
EREEE, ZR4GW, BHERE, REHBLELROE, KETFR
o RKE RN, RAINEA, ZAHESRGRME LR R, HETBA LK,
FIE G R ROT T L MBS, BAEBRAREGRMEH,

G RABEI TG EE | RAF ik FRAERE W F AR 2 1547 09
ki, [ GRA] ERMAG T ATE R ERARE X RBARL
OB EREASTE B, TERFERRGEETEXNCHE, HREE
FHERAGHUNE, EHBEGEMRGEE, THENATERITRME
O EMMIE, LREEHEWREL, EHEFTHRBILGRA, EmsLR
TR A RMENHEZNE,



PR TEEGR ] AEH ) ELE - R 149

B 4. (GEGREAH) 5. (3EiF 2 A M) B 6 (BmEfEEgR)

(Figure 4. Lessons on (Figure 5. The True Repentance of (Figure 6. Adorned Plate
Banishing White Tigers the Purity-Prolonging Star) Announcement to the Masters
and Sending Away to Banish White)
Spirits)

B 7. (REFAZ BoiRARAEEfAMRE) B 9. (KLiZ g R
. (Figure 8. The Gist of Buddhist (Figure 9. Lessons on
=
"_F>>. (Figure 7. TVYO Applications of Remedies for Taishang Banishing White
a”;“;ﬁ_'ﬁ;g;]i?gj;g%o Banishing White Tigers ) Tigers)
way
Pacify Ghosts)
A, &3F

ARG RAERTE FFCANBLEH, W, AaREARETH
AR S, AL T8 BEREANERWRAREXESE, RRLEL
AH ARBFEAERBIINXNKZS], MEGRLWAERMGEE, L [#
) TR AAAFA, EEANR KBS m R IR R RN, B, 4
BREMKRNER, KW ELAGLENGRE, ORERAN, LERAHEK, A
WA, ETEAR, RELBRIMA ARG WA A LR, BRELG
RZEEERABKEH, 2ALBREAGRZEA LA T &K,



BmZx, AFATERMASNGREGMASEREGRRIAEAT
REGME A CE, LRRMEMEE, EOARREX, ARG REMN
Ay & AR SRR, BMATEFRRRS AR TERLGBEMME, 25
FRAGELNRBAT RASTRARTRFHE, A Y, BB TE
A P F AT
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Notes

LRERER AR [ EAREEA R, LRI HM. | RURE A Z—,
A EE, AERAARALZER, TREARLELRAELAR AL LR, LEOERT
¥, (ZhouandLi2012,5) .

2R [x#gs: BRI, MAZAMAKERSLERZ, i (KA #E

AR BRAMER—I), BEZ, ) AEF9: Tk (& (RE - 208) Rk, 5%
ZHRE—FN)HE, HEFR, BREAE, RREH, | XKEFIER (5 (hFXH) #i

B—F), EEFEL, FE: BE (L) A% FTLIREZELVEZ—wmHe, (BEX
) & [REAZARARBIZER, KREERM, RELY, 29, | RABEL,
(el F - BRE) & TRELADATFLKE TSR, BHE, Sk, ¥E285IT. K
BEM, THHER. FAGE. OLT4, Ukibst, | 28E, 25 T4, | (Yuan
2014, 273) «

S B (1736-1795), FAbik, M, HEXNE, HPMKZRFSH ToRHF, £HFE
RS, HEHERAXAGTEREA AL AR, SRE (FREF) B, R 40HER
# 200 g5, SR R ARMH) B A AR & AR A KM & R3EH £ 247098 %, (Zhang
and Ma 2007, 19) -
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