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Abstract

The Situation and Path Selection of Folk Belief Transformation:
A Case Study on Tian Hou Palace in Tingzhou

Under government regulation, various active strategies have been adopted to carry out
activities and expand the living and development of spaces for folk belief expression
in the new era in a manner that gradually moves towards standardization. Through
practical exploration, Tianhou Palace in Tingzhou has gradually grown from an
ordinary Mazu Palace to a key cultural relic protection unit in Fujian Province. Based
on the assessment that the Mazu faith tradition is an “Intangible Cultural Heritage of
the World”, this site has become an important asset for the development of the ancient
city of Tingzhou. From the development process of Tianhou Palace in Tingzhou, this
article explores the path of folk belief venues that serve local social development and
integration into people’s lives under government control.

Keywords: Folk beliefs; government regulation; folk culture; Tianhou Palace in
Tingzhou; cultural heritage
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