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Abstract 

 

 

 
In this paper, I compared the themes ‘illness’ and ‘healing’ in four popular Guanyin 

miracle tales to explore the spread of Guanyin beliefs in post-war Taiwan. The four 

books include Li Yuanjing’s Records of Guanyin’s Miraculous Responses, Layman 

Zhicheng’s True Records of Bodhisattva Guanyin’s Miraculous Stories, Master Zhuyun

s, Records of Legends and Strange Anecdotes of Putuo Mountain, and the edited 

volume of Daxingshan Temple of Jiuhua Mountain, Records of Miraculous Responses 

of the World Saviour Guanyin. All of these books were very popular in Taiwan and 

allude to a certain way of healing the sick and afflicted. 

What is referred to in this article as the “healing” function of the Guanyin worship 

emphasizes the treatment of the physical suffering mentioned above, which is different 

from the medical meaning of cure, and is not only limited to healing alone, but also 

encompasses a broader context of physical and mental support. Originally, the 

ultimate goal of Buddhism is to witness and propagate the Buddha’s teachings in 

order to achieve liberation; the diagnostic and therapeutic modes, effects, causes, and 

prescriptions of Buddhist treatment are based on its religious liberation, which should 

not be evaluated by the logic of modern Western medicine, but rather, it can show the 

characteristics of contemporary Guanyin belief. 
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