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Abstract

lliness and Healing in Popular Guanyin Miracle Tales:
The Spread of Guanyin Beliefs in Post-war Taiwan

In this paper, I compared the themes ‘illness’ and “healing’ in four popular Guanyin
miracle tales to explore the spread of Guanyin beliefs in post-war Taiwan. The four
books include Li Yuanjing’s Records of Guanyin’s Miraculous Responses, Layman
Zhicheng’s True Records of Bodhisattva Guanyin’s Miraculous Stories, Master Zhuyun’
s, Records of Legends and Strange Anecdotes of Putuo Mountain, and the edited
volume of Daxingshan Temple of Jiuhua Mountain, Records of Miraculous Responses
of the World Saviour Guanyin. All of these books were very popular in Taiwan and
allude to a certain way of healing the sick and afflicted.

What is referred to in this article as the “healing” function of the Guanyin worship
emphasizes the treatment of the physical suffering mentioned above, which is different
from the medical meaning of cure, and is not only limited to healing alone, but also
encompasses a broader context of physical and mental support. Originally, the
ultimate goal of Buddhism is to witness and propagate the Buddha’s teachings in
order to achieve liberation; the diagnostic and therapeutic modes, effects, causes, and
prescriptions of Buddhist treatment are based on its religious liberation, which should
not be evaluated by the logic of modern Western medicine, but rather, it can show the
characteristics of contemporary Guanyin belief.

Keywords: Miracle Tales; Contemporary Guanyin Worship in Taiwan; Guanyin
Saving Suffering and Curing Diseases; localization
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AEA (g relgF 2, (REFEALEEE) Kter
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T RAFBAT KGR0 170 18 £ 473 (Mountain Jiuhua Da xingshansi 1987). %t t2g
Ermuey Lk, LRETHE T RE/RGREER, L e A
1985 - EH, stFAMERIPR, AT H HEEREAH LR E A,
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m%t$MKl%%oéﬁzmﬁﬁ%%%ﬁm,w%gﬁgﬁéi
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L E R — A 1T Ak, B FH MR BRI THe, N
Folg et 2RI B BT KEFRGEHE, (MEFTRANEES) 8 5 5T
AaRBAEFERGAMLARMNFPETHAL, B 3R (P AFLE
PG ERGE, B 1721 RWALERIAAE TREFR, K2 8BS
RIHE, ZHARFHEEIME, RARABIRALF, LFHREEEL
RhEWHGBFLHGELBE, ARFBEFARLHTRER, [KREF
FR| EREBLERSF—RREFREK, K-, THEFHER, 622
PR N4 BB R AL R, AAB) R AR R, m R AR
%&ﬁoé%ﬁﬁﬁ%%gmﬁéﬁkf\%%ﬁﬁﬁxéi\ﬁ%%x%,
w1 % SRR BOF, A5 R A AR A AL,

KA EF it AR F IR, EARERKE J%é’n‘t?ﬁa#ﬁz,éfé?%i
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. (Mountain Jiuhua Da xingshansi 1987, 232-234) & 5L T8 % f4k & 4, @ﬁﬁl‘ﬁ‘
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PR, BARABETEENLS, RERAUEBRTERTHALELAETRY
FTEE, HERUARE, (REZBAARM) TRELERAS G
TR Fe AL, RALABFTEENLIA,
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FRFama (£ 170),
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0 4% KA IARNER UL BT R MARAE T X, ARE EAME AT 098, MR GAW A,
12 2 AR Lk (R E AT RS He— R EUEAT, £4v i 1o(2014) , Chen (2012, 106) 42%]
(HAEZ AT RSE) RESP MM, ABE2H 15A, RLHARAEES 2074
8RR R,

N&do § REABIRMBAEHM AR BRREW S, £L L ERERN, AFA0HE BN E, #
BB LG LA A A4 AWE¥, (Mountain Jiuhua Da xingshansi 1987, 230-231)
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