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Abstract

The Spread and Influence of Characteristics from Song and Ming
Dynasty Neo-Confucianism in Vietnam during the Early Period of the
Later Le Dynasty: Taking The Complete Historical Records of Dai Viet

as the Investigative Focal Point

This article studies the spread and influence of Neo-Confucianism in the Chinese
Character Sino-sphere during the Song and Ming Dynasties by examining the
Historical Records of Dai Viet and related materials to study its situation in the early
period of the Late Le Dynasty (1428—1527) of Dai Viet (now Vietnam). Although the
research results of previous scholars all affirm that the early period of the Later Le
Dynasty was the most developed stage of Confucianism in Vietnam, the essence of
Confucianism in this period is that of Song and Ming Neo-Confucianism, which is
almost always identified as such without clear evidence or analysis. This article posits
that Confucianism in the early period of the Late Le Dynasty after Dai Viet tended to
accept and apply the ideas of Song and Ming Neo-Confucianism in order to build the
country and govern the citizenry. Thereby, Song and Ming Neo-Confucianism also
affected all aspects of society. This article’s investigation further shows that under the
influence of Song and Ming Dynasty Neo-Confucianism, the Confucian scholars in the
15th century in Dai Viet demonstrated a special respect for Taoism. They had four
characteristics: engaging in Taoist discourse, using Confucian classics as a basis for
commenting on people and affairs, publishing and promulgating Confucian scriptures,
and restricting Buddhism.

Keywords: The Complete History of Dai Viet, the early period of the Later Le
Dynasty; Song and Ming Dynasty Neo-Confucianism; admiration for
Taoism; Confucian classics; the restricting of Buddhism
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BRIEHPRGRA LK TEHETHER, BROBGAZITHE, —
o R B IEAZ RO R RELIR RS, RMOBF R R ARHE, RA
—REHLERRE T, BAZE (B PHE&eBS T 0915 HiE =M
B L) —Xagd, AEMERAG, EoRKOBR, B E KB AEG
FZ T [ARE BB GBR LA T RE BB EAEHIE L0, EREH,
Wi bk b, WA AKLHNELSE] (Zheng 2017, 379).

. &3

s

AXA (oE) ARRIH A LERMEGEH, KEERPELmE
DTFHABETRERRPELERDBRLP PO RBRY EHE, B8
(%) BROF/RAMGNE, TAFFE LS RMRAEL ST 221G
RER, HAZRPELE, KK, EH5ERNMRITFLEZT L R
[RABEERAGCHBEAEIETEARIEY, AEREEESAETN, #E
RAAe # 69 F R, HHNERLLGEETENRE —F &, HRIETAE
RIGEBAFERALLAHZENEGAERNFTY, 2152 28LR 2 KA,
ERE AL &B 5 & ] (He 2000, 350).
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