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Abstract

The Statization of Religion
from a Comparative Perspective of Grand History

The psychological relief effect of religion and its development are important factors
for some religions to become national religions, also known as statized religions.
However, in terms of religious statization, East Asia and West Europe have taken
different paths. In Eastern Asian countries, the statization of religion dates back quite
a long time. Throughout dynasties, religion was managed to serve political powers.
Therefore, there were no religious wars, and the three religions, Confucianism,
Buddhism, and Taoism, competed and borrowed from each other, resulting in the
integration of civilizations and the promotion of prosperity and long-term civilizational
continuation. The tradition of unification has not resulted in a situation where religion
and secular regimes compete. On the contrary, religious and cultural policies
throughout history have been a manifestation of the state’s regulation and control over
religion and ideological fields. After the collapse of the Western Roman Empire,
religion in West Europe dominated secular regimes in the dark Middle Ages, and there
were also political and religious conflicts such as the snowy plea for mercy in Canossa.
It was not until the Thirty Years” War (1618-1648) that the principle of “religion
following the state” was established. The struggle between monarchy and divine
power also inspired the emergence of theories of separation of powers and checks and
balances.
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